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2026 Monthly Business meetings are held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the 3 rd Tues. 6:30 PM 

Contact us by snail mail:  
P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 
Or by email: info@masscruisers.com 
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The big gap between cruise nights ended last week when we finally could hold one of our “bi-weekly” 
cruise nights. Was that term “bi-weekly” not appropriate for our 2026 cruise night season? As you all 
know, between World Cup Soccer, several stadium events, a Patriots pre-season game, and inclement 
weather thrown in, our “bi-weekly cruise night schedule took a major hit. To date I believe we have lost 5 
cruises from the 13 nights that were originally slated for 2026. This is a lot of ground to make up. Unfor-
tunately the food pantry’s and the three area Tech/Voke High School scholarships we support are the 
ones who suffer. I asked Patriot Place if we could add extra additional dates but was told they could not 
commit to any more Thursday nights due to other events that are on their calendar.  With the remaining 4 
cruise nights in September and October I hope we can gain back some of what has been lost.  
      At the August meeting membership chairman Lou Valentine sent around a blank pieces of paper ask-
ing everyone in attendance to write down any ideas they had on how to boost participation at club events 
by members who joined the club but never attend meetings, cruise nights or other events. For those of 
you who were not at the August meeting why have you not been involved? What made you join the club in 
the first place if you had no intention on participating at any level?  If the club is not what you expected 
please let any board member know so if possible it can be rectified. Yes we could use more help at our 
cruise nights but we also would like to see more events planned where we can get out with our cars and 
enjoy the short season that we have with them. This was brought up in a lot of the surveys which is a 
great idea. If you have no experience in organizing something like this, could you plan and run an event 
with the guidance of members who have already organized similar events?  As I said it’s a great idea to 
suggest an event but it shouldn’t fall on only one person to do all of the work. If we formed a tour commit-
tee to plan events during the year would you then be interested in joining several other members to work 
together and be more active? I needed to include these questions in my musings because the members 
who responded to Lou’s request are for the most part always attending most club events, not those mem-
bers who have not and we need to hear from our members who were not in attendance at last month’s 
meeting. Please contact myself or any board member with your suggestions. 
      Here is an example of what I thought was a good club event that perhaps more members could have 
taken part in. If you looked at the event listing in our newsletter under events attended by the Mass Cruis-
ers, you would have seen on this past Saturday August 29th there was the Plymouth Waterfront Festival 
which also features a car show. Thirteen Mass Cruisers cars attended this show which was held in down-
town Plymouth on Water Street at the Pilgrim Memorial Park waterfront. A nice way to spend several 
hours as a club. I know that everybody has busy schedules and cannot always attend many of our 
planned events, myself included, but there must be something of interest that you would like to share 
with your fellow members. 

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Musing 
By John Buchanan EDITORIAL  

 

https://massautoclubs.org/ If you’ve been wondering what is happening to all the bills MAAC has been 
following on Beacon Hill during the final months of the 194th General Court you’ll have to come to the Fall 
Quarterly MAAC meeting in October. My notes from the Wednesday April  22nd Spring meeting was planned 
for Wednesday Oct. 21. The location had not been determined when I last talked with MAAC President Wil-
liam Ellis at our August 20 cruise but, based on the increased attendance and interest at the Spring meet-
ing held in at Mike Camara’s private American Muscle Car Collection in Lakeville, he was actively looking 
to secure a similar car collection location that MAAC meeting attendees will be able to enjoy attending.  
One topic that’s been heavy in recent news that he expects discussion about is recent police abuse of the 
Flock Safety automated license plate reader systems. With at least 80 Massachusetts police departments 
using them across the state, some communities including Hopkinton, Auburn, Douglas & Southbridge are 
either deactivating or removing their Flock cameras.  Although Flock’s CEO claims their AI technology can 
eradicate crime in America, a pretty tall order by anyone’s measure, they aren’t the only game in town. 
Motorola Solutions Vigilant system boasts a network of  over 1,800 government agencies and claim they 
have over “35 BILLION” historic and recent driver location records in its national database. The technology 
allows law enforcement agencies to track motorists’ vehicles in real time without a warrant, probable 
cause or reasonable suspicion of wrongdoing with nationwide data sharing. George Orwell’s 1984 dystopi-
an novel about mass surveillance can finally be achieved easily in 2026 with all the latest drone and cam-
era technology using enhanced Artificial Intelligence and mass data storage. 
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It’s been five years since the last Mt. Washington Hill Climb was held by the Sports Car Club of New Hamp-
shire . This year ‘s event honored Paul Giblin who died in 2022 and was recognized as the heart and soul 
of this historic race from the 1990’s when it became a consistent event that attracted drivers intent on 
challenging the tallest mountain on the east coast. This year’s ”Climb” also coincided with the 120th Anni-
versary of the family owned and operated 7.6 mile long Mt. Washington Auto Road that  every New 
Englander tried at least once and proudly displaying an iconic ‘This Car Climbed Mt. Washington” bumper 
sticker on their family car.  
Friday and Saturday mornings are when the 80 participating climb 
car drivers get to test the roads challenging turns ahead of the Sun-
days official “CLIMB TO THE CLOUDS” timing runs. Most of our club 
members that attend the entire weekend to 
cheer on fellow club member John Ricker for 
his second attempt climbing the “Rockpile” 
also volunteer to help the host SCCNH club 
with members with parking and ticketing. 

Continued on Page 5  

“CLIMB TO THE CLOUDS” 2026 

 by  John Buchanan 

ABOVE: Club members 
Mike Rabbitt, Rick Lawlor & 
Diane Thornton directing 
traffic into the Mt. Washing-
ton Road base Paddock & 
Hillclimb viewing areas. 
RIGHT: Part of the spon-
sor vendor area also in-
cludes one of our Bass Pro 
Cruise sponsors Bolt Depot 

BOLT DEPOT

Shown below & to the right, and with perfect clear weather, 
the Friday morning mandatory driver meeting is held before 
the 80 cars queuing to drive the top half of the mountain 

Daily mandatory drivers meeting

BOLT DEPOT

John Ricker
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Club member John Ricker built a new 1986 Porsche 944 Turbo replacing the one that experienced trans-
mission problems when he attempted to complete the 2021 Hillclimb, his first time racing the “Rockpile”. 
John competes in the High Performance Showroom Stock (HPSS) class which only had one other competi-
tor listed in the line-up, a 2002 Mini Cooper S driven by an experienced hill climb driver who’s competed 
in every Climb to the Clouds since 1990. This year’s program consisted of two days, Friday—Top half of 
the Mountain test runs and Saturday—Bottom half of the mountain test runs before Sunday’s official 
“Climb to the Clouds” timed runs in the morning and afternoon with the combined runs determining the 
class winners.  
Sunday was race day and at 5:30 AM Scott Nedley & Diane Thorton drove to the top of the 7.6 mile Mt. 
Washington Rd. to photograph the finish line action while I took one of the media vans to the sharp hair-
pin Cragway Turn above the tree line at 5,000 ft. to catch the action there. The heavy morning cloud cover 
above the tree line limited the 9:30 AM 1st timed run to just the lower half of the mountain and the sched-
uled 1:30 PM 2nd timed run was delayed an hour for the cloud conditions at the summit to abate.   
John also had some tough competition against a Mini Cooper SS but was able to post a respectable sub 9 
minute time of 8:17.507 min.                                                                                              Continued on Page 6  

John Ricker’s “CLIMB TO THE CLOUDS” 2026 

CONTINUED FROM Page 4  

Club members that volunteer to help the SCCNH during the Thursday thru Sunday 
“Climb to the Clouds” pose with John Ricker and his HPSS Class 1986 Porsche 944 

John Ricker & his HPSS Class1986 Porsche 944 Turbo 119 TIME: 8:17.507 min.  GAP: 3:05:615 min. for a cloud covered finish

Through the Cragway Turn  
At the START LINE

CONGRATULATORY KISS

John made it to the top, and now it’s wait untill all 80 
cars arrive and can drive back down the mountain to 

see their results and congratulate one another.
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With the 7.6 mile Mt. Washington Road now fully paved without any gravel section, everyone was antici-
pating the 5:28:67 min. course record set by Travis Pastrana in 2021 to be broken at this year’s “Climb 
to the Cloud” Hillclimb. There were potentially four under 6 min. Unlimited Class drivers challenging the 
record. Although our club’s primary focus was on fellow club member John Ricker and his CLIMB efforts, 
Scott Speed in the Yokohama sponsored purpose built Subaru WRX Project Midnight was everyone’s fa-
vorite to set a new course record. With heavy overnight rain Saturday evening, weather conditions Sunday 
was of most concern. The morning run was limited to the lower mountain half due to a heavy morning 
cloud ceiling reducing road visibility above the timberline. Course Marshalls were hopeful the cloud cover 
would clear so the afternoon run would be the full course. After delaying the 1:30 PM afternoon for an 
hour, the top half of the mountain did clear enough to safely run the full course. And Scott did blow past 
the record by over 15 seconds with an afternoon full course run of 5:11:89 minutes at an average speed 
of 87.72 mph. I decided to come down from my 
rocky perch at the Cragway Turn above the low-
er half course finish area following the morning 
run while club members Diane Thornton & Scott 
Nedley endured the full day at the top which 
was experiencing heavy cloud cover and 58 de-
gree windy conditions all morning into the after-
noon.  Regardless of the discomfort, this is still 
more fun than sitting all day at a car show. 

A NEW “CLIMB TO THE CLOUDS” RECORD 

CONTINUED FROM Page 5 

Returning after his highly anticipated run at setting a 
new record for the “Climb to the Clouds”, Scott Speed 
and the Yokohama Tire sponsored  Subaru WRX Pro-
ject Midnight are greeted with appreciative enthusiasm.

Mt. Washington Hillclimb | Mt. Washington Auto Road  

https://mt-washington.com/hillclimb/
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Tonight’s August 20 Bass Pro Shops Vintage Motorsports Cruise Award selection was made by the WCVB 
Channel 5 Chronicle Producer Ramen Cromwell and his video team that was attending our cruise filming 
cars and interviewing their owners for a future program episode. They selected William Ellis’s New Jersey 
barn-find rare 1938 Cadillac Series 75 Fleetwood Convertible Sedan (1 of 58) that was in its family’s pos-
session for 86 years and was kept in storage since 1999. Still in drivable condition, it was driven to Hart-
ford, CT from New Jersey where its current caretaker William Ellis, who hails from Wellesley, picked it up 
this Thursday in Hartford to drive it back home but then stopping into our Bass Pro Shops Cruise on his way 
home to show his fellow car buddies who were at the cruise to see. Coincidently, the Chronicle production 
team came by and was able to interview what its like for a barn-find car enthusiast to show their latest find.  
William’s ‘38 has the 346 cu. in. V-8 with its first year on-the-column 3-speed manual shifter.  With only 
24,000 miles on the odometer, William’s plan is to preserve and continue to drive it as original, except for 
fixing the brakes which he discovered needs some work to safely stop this 5,000 Lb. survivor safely when 
driving in traffic on today’s roads. What a wonderful experience to share with us. Thank you William.  

Continued on Page 8  

August 20 Cruise,1938 Cadillac Fleetwood Convertible 
by John Buchanan 

The WCVB Channel 5 Boston Chronicle crew was filming cars at our August 20 Bass Pro Shops cruise 
and interviewing their owners. They ultimately selected William Ellis’s barn find 1938 Cadillac Fleetwood 
Convertible Sedan to receive the Vintage Motorsports cruiser of the night award after having driven it, 
not trailering it from it’s former New Jersey home for 86 years to it’s new home in Massachusetts. 
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We almost dodged a weather bullet.  Our August 20th Bass Pro Shops Cruise at Patriot Place was able to 
get the full afternoon in until about 7 PM before the dreaded rain started to fall shortening the cruise. We 
still logged about 600 vehicles through our Lot 16 Hebron Food Pantry collection entrance. Factory Five 
and their Forum members were the featured car club at the cruise bringing in their fleet of showroom MK 
4 & 5 Roadsters along with a couple of XTF Pre-Runner Trucks.  Also adding to the excitement of the 
cruise was a video production crew from Boston’s WCVB award-winning Chronicle program that was look-
ing for interesting cars and interviewing their owners for a future episode. As with all the previous cruise 
cancellations and rescheduling that occurred if was finally great that we are back on our bi-weekly Thurs-
day schedule heading into the fall season. So we’ll see you on September 3 which traditionally is our sea-
sonal Dash Plaque nite.     
 

August 20 Bass Pro Shops Cruise 

 CONTINUED FROM Page 7 

This owner built custom VW Bug drew a lot of 
attention at tonight’s cruise.

Gourmet Cookies has joined Chick-Fil-A 
and Achilito's with an at-cruise presence

August is when Factory Five Racing in Ware-
ham empties out their showroom and is joined 
by their F5R Forum owner-builders for a cruise 
to our Bass Pro Shops Cruise.
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Whitinsville’s “Cars in the Park” Car Show 

 by John Buchanan 

Members are encouraged at our monthly meetings to suggest events that we may be interested in attend-
ing. Mike and Lorna Rabbitt put together a plan to organize a cruise from their Uxbridge home to the Au-
gust 15 nearby Whitinsville “Cars in the Park” Car Show in Northbridge that they regularly attend each 
year. Driving in together would allow members to park together as a club in one of the coveted tree shaded 
areas inside the park. The compact Whitin Park venue is somewhat space limited with exhibitors and food 
trucks also included in the mix. The park is in the Blackstone River Valley National Historic Park system 
and was part of the 1871 Whitin family mansion property and contains some interesting old trees includ-
ing a 150 year old weeping Beech tree with one of the longest branches that can provide as much fun for 
children as the adjacent community playground. Oh yes, Steve Huntington’s 1964 Chevy Pickup Truck, Lor-
na & Mike Rabbitt’s 1968 Imperial and my 1961 Impala Sport Coupe also took home Top 25 trophies.  

in Holliston, MA 

My favorite sight was this 150 year old Weeping Beech 
tree branch that ambled over 60 feet along the ground

Our club garnered three Top 25 picks, Steve Huntington, Lorna Rabbitt 

There was ample space for club members to set up a social circle in the tree shaded Whitin Park
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The Plymouth Area Chamber of Commerce annual 2026 Plymouth Waterfront Festival features over 230 
exhibitors consisting of local non-profits, hundreds of artisans and food trucks in a summer waterfront 
market stretched along Water Street within the Pilgrim Memorial Park. The local Rebels & Rods Car Club 
each year also hosts an imbedded car show for 200 vehicles. Mass Cruisers President Rich Armando, 
who also has a family summer home in Plymouth and is a regular attendee at the Rebels & Rods Sunday 
Morning cruise-in car show at the Plymouth waterfront East Bay Grille parking lot, arranges to have re-
served parking spaces for our club members who gather at the Stop & Shop parking lot before the our 10 
AM scheduled arrival. This year we had 13 member show cars attend. Because any proceeds and dona-
tions that the Rebels & Rods receive at their events go to benefit local families in need, we also now bring 
an annual $250 donation that is voted and approved at our August monthly meeting.  

Continued on Page 11  

2026 Plymouth Waterfront Festival 

 by John Buchanan 

Soon to be Rebels & Rods Past President for the past 8 years 
Joe Fretus posing with his ‘65 Ford Fairlane & Stove Pipe Hat.

Treasurer Keving Rushlow presents the Mass Cruisers $250 donation 
to Rebels & Rods new President Rich ????? to support their club’s chari-
table programs that benefit local families in need and veterans.

We are the last arriving group of cars driving into the 
Plymouth Waterfront Festival Car Show at10 AM when 
tis annual event officially starts

The Jonny Bass Collec-
tive provided live mu-
sic at the car show. 

Perfect weather provide ideal conditions to just sit back and relax and enjoy

This 1926 Ford Model T 
track racer “Colorado Ugly” 
was my favorite. 
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Perfect mid 70 degree weather with sunshine and gentle onshore breezes greeted us at this year’s Plym-
outh Waterfront Festival. It was a perfect day to really enjoy all that the historic Pilgrim Waterfront Park 
has to offer for visitors in addition to the car show and over 200 exhibitors, from the replica Mayflower II 
sailing ship and Plimoth Patuxet Museum shops to the plentiful tree shaded areas to sit and enjoy an ice 
cream sundae while watching the boat-filled harbor activity or an estimated 35 –40,000 people that the 
Chamber reported attending this year. The festival environment beats the typical singular option that 
many traditional car shows have to offer, that of looking at all the participating cars, talking to the owners 
then sitting in a folding chair next to your car waiting for the announced 50/50 winning number and pos-
sibly getting a trophy.  This event in Plymouth really ROCKS!  
 

2026 Plymouth Waterfront Festival 

Continued from page 10 

“DUNK” to support several 
charitable causes

View of one exhibitor area

Mayflower II replica

Plimoth-Patuxet Museum Shops

Plymouth Rock portico

This is not your typical car show with over 200 exhibitors on display in addition to the tradi-
tional Plymouth harbor tourist attractions that will keep your interest 
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Support Our Advertisers  
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