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2026 Monthly Business meetings are held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the 3rd Tues. 6:30 PM 

Contact us by snail mail:  
P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 
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As we find ourselves already in July headed into August, it’s remarkable how quickly the season seems to 
be passing. Nevertheless, we’ll be back together once again on Thursday, August 20th for another excep-
tional Mass Cruisers cruise night. 
This is an ideal moment to reflect on how our cruise nights have transformed over the years. Many of us 
recall the heyday of the classic muscle cars: evenings spent under the hood, tuning and tinkering, and 
warm nights meant gathering with friends, maybe enjoying a cold one or two. Music drifting through the 
air…  simpler times, simpler cars, and memories we still hold close. 
Fast‑forward to the last decade or so, and things have changed. The cars are different, the people are 
different, and we’re seeing more of the younger generations—Gen Z and beyond—bringing their own pas-
sion for sports and modern muscle cars. Their rides may be smaller, newer, and packed with technology, 
but the enthusiasm is the same. Spoilers, tuned exhausts, loud pipes, stick or automatic—these kids love 
their cars every bit as much as we loved ours. 
Having been part of a few car clubs, I know some Baby Boomers were hesitant to welcome the “newer” 
cars and younger crowd—your Toyotas, Hondas, Subarus, and the like. But in my view, that wasn’t fair. 
We should be proud that teenagers and young adults are embracing the car culture we helped build. 
Many of their cars are impressively fast, and plenty of them still admire the classics we grew up with. 
They’re doing what we did—just with different tools and technology. 
And if you’ve been paying attention, you’ve probably noticed something else: more girls—yes, girls—are 
getting involved. They own cars, show them, modify them, and work on them with pride. 
So next time you’re walking through a cruise night, stop and chat with some of these younger enthusi-
asts. You’ll find they’re proud of their cars and their accomplishments. You might learn something from 
them—and they might learn something from you. In the end, they’re no different from who we once were 
and still are. 

Board Musings 
By Diane Reizovic—Club Secretary 
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The 2nd Annual Bay State Motor Festival held this year on June 21 was moved from its inaugural 2025 
early June weekend date to Fathers Day so as not to conflict with the long running popular downtown 
Marlboro Car Show. Of course many car people also have long standing Father’s Day traditions as well. 
But, a dozen or so club members wanting to cruise together over the back roads to this year’s show met 
and left from the Wrentham American Legion on Rte. 1 A at 7:15 AM to arrive at the expansive Cushing 
Park in Framingham shortly after its 8 AM start. Although we expected our reserved Mass Cruisers club 
space to be under the same maple tree we were circled around last year, this year’s show car layout was 
changed to take advantage of the large very flat tree lined area that spanned from the Harvey Cushing 
Way show entrance area to the vendor display area.  Although it was a nice comfortable location it was at 
the furthest corner away from the main show activity. Show organizer Ken Lemoine agreed to allow us in 
the future to be parked in the same area as we were in 2025. Thank you Ken.                               Continued 

JUNE 21 BAY STATE MOTOR FESTIVAL 

 by  John Buchanan 

TOP: Custom Bentley  
“Flying Goose” radia-

tor cap. 
 

ABOVE: My favorite 
“Best of Show” pick 
was this beautiful cus-
tom 1948 Cadillac 
Convertible.

Club members relaxing under a shady maple tree 
reserved area for the Mass Cruisers Auto Club cars 

which are parked together ABOVE.

Framingham’s expansive Cushing Memorial Park provides  
flat large tree lined grass areas to display the show cars
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A unique part of the Bay State Motor Festival is the noontime call to “START YOUR ENGINES”, not a prob-
lem for our modern vehicles, but can be somewhat challenging for the much earlier vehicles that rely on 
hand-cranking to start. Ten year old River Bernstein had no problem firing up his restored air-cooled 4 cyl-
inder 1906 Waltham built Orient Buckboard while the beautiful yellow 1906 Pawtucket built Cameron six 
cylinder air-cooled engine refused to fire up, stale fuel was to blame.  The standout feature of the Bay 
State Motor Festival is its signature hallmark of bringing together examples of Massachusetts and New 
England built early automotive vehicles where enthusiasts can meet their owners and caretakers to learn 
details about the history and challenges they faced restoring and maintaining them.   

JUNE 21 BAY STATE MOTOR FESTIVAL 

Continued from page 4 

The original Fountain Street factory where Ken Lemoine’s 1924 Bay 
State Model 1 Sedan was built can be seen from Cushing Park. 

The 1906 Cameron air-cooled 6 cylinder refused to coop-
erate during the noontime “START YOU ENGINES” 

10 year old River Bernstein restored his 1906 Orient Buck-
board stands by after successfully starting the engine during the 

noontime “START YOU ENGINES” 

A full range of early Massachusetts built cars and trucks 
including fire engines can be found each year at the Fram-
ingham Bay State Motor Festival.
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It’s not often vintage VW Westfalia Campers show up at cruise nights and, although the Gorman family 
from nearby Norwood, MA are regular Bass Pro Shops cruise attendees, I don’t think they really expected 
to be recognized with our Vintage Motorsports Cruiser of the night award. Owner James Gorman and his 
family have been going camping every weekend in state parks all over New England for the past five 
years, racking up more than 30,000 miles since buying it from a friend. The Aussen Brown 1984 Camper 
was previously professionally restored at GoWesty Campers in California by the previous owner in 1999 
and, other than converting the former propane cook stove & refrigerator to electric, he has continued to 
carefully preserve it. The original water cooled 1.9 liter 4 cyl. Engine was also rebuilt during the restora-
tion into a bored and stroked 2.2 L high compression highway performing engine boosting the original 89 
HP engine to a whopping 96 HP, and with the 4-speed manual tranny, she gets a respectable 19 mpg 
highway on premium. What a way to enjoy the old-car hobby!  

JULY 16 CRUISE WINNER 1984 VW WESTFALIA CAMPER 
by  John Buchanan   

The Gorman’s family dog “DUCKY” finds 
a favorite spot to watch  everyone

Daughter Liddy Gorman accepts the  
Vintage Motorsports Cruise Award 
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We’re BAAAACK!  We enjoyed a robust start with our July 16 Bass Pro Shops Cruise after a six-week pause 
in our bi-weekly Thursday cruise schedule interrupted by Patriot Place and Gillette Stadium’s conversion to 
Boston Stadium for the seven 2026 FIFA  World Cup matches. We also are now enjoying a break in 90 de-
gree scorching weather and the smoke blowing in from the burning wildfires in Ontario.  
If you wondered why we only clocked in 738 vehicle coming in through our Foxboro Food Pantry manned 
Lot 16 entrance, the 16th was an off-Thursday make-up date for the July 9 quarter final France—Morrocco 
match and there were six other area events that our club members and regular attendees attend; namely 
the 35th Annual “Joe Jesus’ downtown New Bedford cruise-in, the 2026 Syracuse Nationals, the Annual 
North Attleborough Kid’s Day Carnival & Car Show, the Wheels of Time Brockton, Shrewsbury Hebert Can-
dy Mansion and Wrentham Red Devils cruise nights. Still this didn’t disappoint. The Boston Chapter of the 
BMW Car Club of America members were the featured club and the Stoughton AMVETS chapter members 

were on hand for their annual 50
-50 program collection that sup-
ports hosted social activities for 
the Brockton VA Medical Center’s 
resident veterans.  
We will be back on schedule with 
the August 20 cruise; COME ON 
DOWN! 

JULY 16 BASS PRO SHOPS CRUISE 

Continued from page 6 

Our first boat to show up at our Bass Pro Shops cruise was 
a custom Kenworth Pontoon version a.k.a. “BenWorth” 

Members from 
the BMW Owners 
Boston Chapter 

were the featured 
club

Foxboro Food Pantry volunteers were 
on hand collecting your donations

A very good turn out of 738 cars was clocked 
attending the July 16 makeup cruise night for the 

July 9 World Cup Quarterfinal Match conflict.
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Although Eric Rhea from Cumberland, R.I. has owned his 1940 Ford 5-window Business Coupe for 16 
years while living out in California, the long road to create his own customized street rod creation version 
started in his garage 10 years ago. The following year his job moved east to the Right Coast so he and his 
wife settled in Cumberland, R.I.. Meanwhile the ’40 Coupe remained back on the Left Coast at Image 
Street Rods in Santa Maria, CA to continue its transformation each year racking up a total of 4,600 hours 
of custom build details and modifications that continued around a stroked Ford 522 cu. in. 700 HP V8 sit-
ting in the modified Ford powder coated frame. Fitted with a Mustang II front end, 5-speed Tremec tranny 
and Ford 9 inch rear end with 4:11 gears and sitting underneath that custom blue painted all steel modi-
fied steel Ford and custom black diamond pleated leather interior, the finished street rod was shipped 
back East last month. Eric had logged a total of 312 miles after showing up at our July cruise and caught 
the attention of Cruise Director Bob Hines, a lifelong Ford owner, mechanic and enthusiast, to be selected 
for the deserving Vintage Motorsports cruise award.  Congratulations Eric on your stunning Ford street rod. 

JULY 23 CRUISE WINNER 1940 FORD COUPE STREET ROD 
by  John Buchanan   

Black diamond pleated leather with custom 
blue paint matching piping is everywhere

Everyone loves seeing a Ford-in-a-Ford and this 460 
bored and stroked 552 cu. in. 600 HP big block does it.
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Wow!  A perfect July 23 with mid-70 degree, low humidity and sunshine making for ideal CRUIZN to the 
Bass Pro Shops Cruise at Patriot Place in Foxborough. Over 1,100 cruise vehicles were counted driving 
through the main cruise entrance where our club members and Wrentham Food Pantry volunteers were 
set up collecting your donations. With the huge turnout, Patriot Place had to close off entry to the main lots 
and direct later arriving show cars to the pedestrian tunnel connected overflow lot 20 that fronts the Re-
naissance Boston Hotel. The Bay State Corvairs and Minuteman Chapter of the Buick Club of America 
were the guest car clubs. Except for the cancelled August 13 cruise due to the pre-season Patriots—Colts 
Thursday night game conflict we are back on our regular bi-weekly Thursday cruise night schedule on Au-
gust 20. We have asked Patriot Place if it is possible to slip in another Thursday cruise later in the season 
to make up for the weather cancellations and FFI World Cup conflicts. Keep checking on our website. 

JULY 23 BASS PRO SHOPS CRUISE 

CONTINUED FROM Page 6 

It’s always fun watching the confused looks on faces when they see 
their first Corvairs with their hoods up and no engine, only trunk 

PRIMETIME Video & Photo photog. Richie Coury 
arriving in his HEMI powered 1936 Ford Street Rod

Who doesn’t love Buicks whether they’re from the elegant porthole 1950’s era or the 1960’s GS performance muscle car era?

I love seeing these mid 1950’s era Corvettes driving into our cruise, 
realizing they not only survived America’s entry into the sports car 
market in 1953, but have also evolved to today’s ZRX1 challenging 

the world of 1,000+ HP electric hypercars.
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Each year in exchange for helping the Seekonk Speedway, a Bass Pro Shops Cruise Sponsor, with their 
opening race season weekend Show & Go Car Show in May, club members along with the April World-on-
Wheels Engine Build-Off students, parents & teachers are invited to attend a night of racing as V.I.P 
guests of Speedway. In addition to displaying our show cars in the race track pit area which is also 
opened for everyone attending the races that night to view the race car teams and mingle with everyone 
before the races start. Prior to the evening’s opening ceremonies we drive our cars onto the quarter mile 
race track to enjoy several laps before participating in the opening ceremonies. We then park the cars 
outside and file into the VIP seating area between turns 1 and 2 for an all you can enjoy a complimentary 
buffet consisting of burgers, hot dogs, sausage, pork & chicken poppers along potato & pasta salads 
chips, soft drinks and cookies just before the start of the preliminary qualifying races. This Saturday June 
25 night of racing included spectator 1-lap elimination drags in addition to the qualifying races for the 
evenings 40 lap featured Everet’s Auto Parts NASCAR Pro Stocks and Sport Trucks. Seekonk has long 
been billed as the “Action Track of the East” and it lives up to its name.                       Continued on Page 11                                                                  

July 25 Seekonk Speedway VIP Saturday 

 by John Buchanan 

The fun part for club members at the annual VIP Saturday at 
the Seekonk Speedway races is to bring our cars on the 
track to enjoy a few laps around this iconic 1/4 mile oval. 

The night’s 40 Lap feature winner 
was Jacob “Rowdy” Burns in his Pro 

Stock #11 Chevrolet.

The Track’s Pit area becomes a 
miniature Car Show displaying 

club member cars.
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July 25 Seekonk Speedway VIP Saturday 

 Continued from page 10…. Photos by Neringa Bryant  

Whenever Frank and Neringa Bryant are able to attend one of our club events in her purple Jeep we can 
count on her to put out an entertaining video with many of the pictures she usually takes. Here are a few 
of her pictures that are curated from that fun time at Seekonk Speedway.  

in Holliston, MA 

Lining up at the LaSalette Shrine Attleboro Springs Rd. (below) 
to cruise 18 miles with no traffic lights over Rehoboth back 
roads (right) to the Seekonk Speedway on Route 6.

Club members line up their cars along the track starting 
line to participate in the opening ceremonies



  

 

Monthly Cruisin’ Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 12 

Support Our Advertisers  
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