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Board Musings

By Kevin Rushlow—Treasurer

It sure has been a tough start to our 2026 cruise night season, after a great first night on April 16t we
have had two rain outs (April 30th & May 14th) leaving us with only one in May, the 28th. With the World
Cup soccer matches, concerts and Patriots scheduled at Gillette Stadium that leaves with only a total of
10 cruise nights for the 2026 season. This will certainly hurt our food pantry and 50/50 Technical/
Vocational High School scholarship drives.

May 2nd was the Seekonk Speedway 2026 season kick off annual Show & Go Car Show. And as aways
the club helped with the opening weekend race season event by directing, parking and judging the show
cars. As the day started off, the weather certainly did not look great with a light mist as we were cruising
to Seekonk but conditions improved as the morning progressed. This led to a slower than normal flow of
show cars early in the morning but eventually it did pick up and ended up with approximately 175 cars.
The rain held off until after the show ended. All in all, it was a good day.

May 9th was our club’s anniversary party consisting of a buffet dinner at the Gemma Kitchen & Bar fol-
lowed by a show at Norwood Theater. The Gemma Kitchen & Bar was the former Olde Colonial at the cor-
ner of Nahatan and Central Streets before it was sold last year. The food was buffet style with a similar
menu as in previous years and was fantastic. The show was a Beatle’s tribute band called “1964 the
Tribute” featuring their early music. They looked and sounded just like the real thing, even using the
same exact instruments that the Beatles played back in that era. It was a great night as always and it is
nice to get out with the club in a social setting instead of working our cruise and car show events!

A big thank you goes out to Fred Tierney for his time and efforts in planning this event, he always does a
great job!

The cruise season is still young, and we have many club events of interest. Just to name a few; June 13t
- Norfolk Community Day, June 21st - Bay State Motor Festival, - July 12t - Baystate Antique car show,
July 261 - Seekonk Speedway thank you night, August 6t — Mt. Washington “Climb to the Clouds”, Au-
gust 29t - Plymouth Waterfront Festival, and September 5t - Hot Rods on the Hill Show. Just to name a
few, check our MEMBERS website page, the monthly newsletter postings or Facebook page for more on
upcoming events you can add to your calendar. As always, the season goes by way too fast so get out and
enjoy your cars!

Editor’s Musing
By John Buchanan—MEMORIAL

It is sad when one of our long time club members passes from this world which shares a pastime that in-
cludes a passion for preserving and enjoying our old collector cars. Bob Eisenhauer, who wore proudly his
nickname “IKE” for his namesake hero, President & General “IKE” Dwight
. Eisenhauer, on his club jacket also enjoyed driving his white 1960

ord Thunderbird to as many club events as possible, even as he was ap-
roaching his 90t birthday this year. Bob also added a touch of humor to
is late-in-life grumpy persona by posting a warning sign for strangers on
he back of his folding chair at car shows that he attended. R.L.P. “IKE”

2012 NECCC Photo Shoot at UMASS Ambherst

2022 Daniel Farm Homestead Car Show
TTS————
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Seekonk Speedway Show & Go Car Show

by Diane Thornton -Vice President

With the possibility of rain, overcast skies and temperature in the low 50’s kept some cars at

home, but there were over 110 optimistic car owners vying for a number of trophies at the Seekonk
Speedway annual Show & Go on Saturday, May 2, Mass Cruisers help out annually keeping the show car
registration line moving and parking them using our unique alternate parking space system that car own-
ers appreciate. Our Mass Cruisers members were bundled up in layers to perform their tasks as the air
temperature was brisk for a May day! And the hot Dunkin Donut coffee & donuts were an welcomed
warmer.

Mass Cruisers’ intrepid team of judges also came up with 9 non-class selections and D.J. Cruisin’ Bruce
carried out the presentation of awards. The Best of Show category had 3 trophies; one of which was a
beautiful black 1956 Chevy Nomad owned by Charlie Langevin. The Best Race Car choice was a fun
change of pace by a team of Seekonk employees (“ladies from the track”) surprising everyone with their
group pick: a 1963 Volkswagen Bug, Herbie, the” Love Bug” from the vintage 1968 Disney movie. The
smiling owner, Hermes Ferrer, was beaming with his trophy!

Mass Cruisers were treated to lunch while watching the fun 100 foot drags round-robin with 19 cars com-
peting. There was a vintage ambulance, a surprise winner of several heats, doing surprisingly well before
being beat somewhere close to the end of the rounds. The overall winner was a late model Monte Carlo
with an engine that sounded like a stealth rocket!

DUNKIN donuts & coffee to ward off the AM chill

(LEFT) SEEKONK Ladies pick was this

1963 VW Herbie the “LOVE BUG”
(BELOW) Best of Show was this 1956

Chevy Nomad Station Wagon

100 foot drags competition

Test & Tune at the track
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2026 Technical/Vocational Workforce Scholarships

by Rick White — Charities Coordinator

May 21 was graduation day for all three Technical Vocational High Schools we support with the club’s an-
nual automotive workforce scholarship grants awarded to graduating students. For 2026 we awarded
$700.00 scholarship grants to each of the three following graduating seniors selected by their technical
instructors based on criteria they will either be furthering their education or entering the workforce in
their chosen automotive field:

Blue Hills Regional Technical High School - Riley Eldrege is a senior who is well known to the Mass Cruis-
ers as having participated for 3 years in the annual engine build off competition held each March during
the World on Wheels Showcase at Gillette Stadium. Riley is planning on expanding his automotive
knowledge by attending the Mass Bay Community College Automotive program .

Norfolk County Agricultural High School - Tatiana Hernandez was a co-op student at Cummings Diesel.
She was offered and accepted a scholarship from Cummings Diesel to attend Piedmont Community Col-
lege’s Diesel Technology program in Charlotte North Carolina.

Southeastern Regional Vocational High School — Lana Morrissey is a senior in the Diesel/Automotive Pro-
gram who has earned herself a 3.79 GPA. She plans to attend Mass Maritime for Marine Engineering
(Diesel Technology) in the fall.

Our original scholarship program started back 30 years ago when we awarded $300 to a single mom who
was attending Blue Hills Regional Technical High School’s Auto Body program and used it to complete her
training course. Upon graduation, she was able to start her new career working at the Central Motors Auto
Body Shop in Norwood. We have since been able to reinstate and expand the auto workforce scholarship
grant program in recent years with your 50-50 donation proceeds at our Bass Pro Shops cruises. We have
been giving out scholarships totaling $7,400 to the three

Tech/Voke high schools since 2022. Funds for the Work Force Scholarship Grants and other sponsored
charities are generated by your participation in the 50-50 drawings at our Bass Pro Shops cruises and
donations that are mailed to:_ Mass Cruisers Charities (memo: Charities) P.0.BOX 217 Wrentham, Mass

: Club President Rich Armando (R ) and Club
: Charities Coordinator Joe Renaud (L) present-
: ing the 2026 Workforce Scholarship Grant to

: Blue Hills Regional H.S. senior Riley Eldrege (C)
: at their May 21 graduation ceremonies.

: Club Treasurer Kevin Rushlow
: presenting the 2026 Workforce :
: Scholarship grant to Norfolk Ag- :
: gie senior Tatiana Hernandez at

: their May 21 graduation ceremonies. :
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MAY 28 BASS PRO SHOPS CRUISE D

by John Buchanan

Despite the forecast for possible spot showers in the afternoon and having two previ-

ous rain outs, we made the call at 10 AM “THE MAY 28 CRUISE IS A GO”. Every area

seemed to experience a brief heavy rain shower from about noontime on that kept

our show car count low to 425 cars. But there was enough sunshine and only a cou-

ple of brief light showers that hit our hilltop location in Foxborough during the cruise.

The British and Yankee Pontiac Oakland Car Clubs were our featured guests with a

good showing of their members’ cars and our long time major sponsor Forte’s Parts

Connection out of Framingham set up a display of high performance Ford and Hemi

engines along with Tremec transmissions and go fast goodies that grabbed the at-

tention of all the gearheads that regularly attend our cruise. The Walpole Food Pantry was on hand col-
lecting non-perishable food donations and at our club trailer we had available for the first time new Mass
Cruisers baseball caps for sale along with the 2026 edition cruise tee shirts. So, despite the weather
challenges it turned out that many regular cruise attendees came as spectators with their daily drivers so
it turned out to be a pretty successful cruise.

Walpole Food Pantry was collecting donations

Major Cruise sponsor Forte’s Part Connection in Framing-
ham was on hand for the first time at the Bass Pro Shops

cruise with a great displa¥ of FO"d_ performance, HEMI en- The British Car Club and Yankee Chapter Pontiac
gines and Tremec tranny’s.. He will be back on June 4. i Oakland Car Ckub were the featured car clubs at

the May 28 cruise.
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MAY 28 CRUISE WINNER 2024 Z06 CORVETTE

CONTINUED FROM Page 6

Billy Papadopaulos’s 13 year old son Chris, confidently holding the Vintage Motorsports cruise winner
plaque, must be looking forward to his senior year when he will be able to drive his prom date in his dad’s
2024 Z06 Corvette. In an unusual twist for us, Bill's Corvette which has less than 500 miles on the odom-
eter was selected as the cruise car of the night. Although brand new and not yet reaching the recommend-
ed 500 mile break-in period for street driving, this LT6 (rear mid 5.5L 670 HP V8 engine), is fitted with
every available option including the ZO7 performance package that includes the ZTK Trak Pak. Road &
Track tests of the 2024 Z06 outperformed Ferrari 458 Italia, Porsche Cayman GT4 RS, McLaren 750S,
Maserati MC20, BMW M4 CSL at 0-60 in 2.6 sec, 0-100 in 5.9 sec., quarter-mile 10.5 sec. @ 131 mph &
top speed 195 mph making these Z06 Series Corvettes something special. Bill's plans for the Vette when
he reaches the 1,500 mile period for track use are uncertain at this point because he’s also got a big
block ‘71 Chevelle project that he’s owned since age 15 to complete, hopefully this year. Lucky Chris.

They g

compartment for two sets of golf clubs which
also coincidently compliments the two seats
provided for the driver and a golfing partner.
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Mass Cruisers 35 Anniversary Celebration
by John Buchanan

Imagine that! 35 years as an organized Car Club and, with one remaining found-
ing club couple still standing, Lou & Linda Valentine, we were able to celebrate
this milestone with the traditional buffet style dinner at Gemma’s Kitchen & Bar
(formerly Olde Colonial) at the corner of Nahatan & Main Streets in Norwood,
followed by a short walk across Nahatan to the Norwood Theater to enjoy the
Beetles 1964 Tribute band. Our thanks goes to Fred Tierney who was able to
continue a tradition for this annual celebratory 35t milestone year. These pics
were cut from the YouTube video | posted to club members that marked our
May 9, 2026 celebration. Names are withheld pending I.C.E. background checks

Page 8
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Mass Cruisers 35 Anniversary Celebration
CONTINUED FROM Page 8

' Rich Armando captured this iconic Beetlesesque :
: walk across Nahatan Street by clubmembers going :

: to the Norwood Theater for the 1964 Tribute ]

.
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in Holliston, MA
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www.needjobs.com Lou Valentine

Personnel Placement
New England Engineers & Designers Inc.

129 Morgan Drive Tel: 781-769-4390
Suite 201 Fax: 781-769-1245
Norwood, MA 02062 louv@needjobs.com
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