
  

 

Monthly Cruisin’ Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 1 

Celebrating 35Years of Cruisin’   
Volume 35 Issue 5 

Mass Cruisers Auto Club  
             May 2026 

 

ALSO INSIDE: 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS MUSINGS Page 3 
WEEKLY CRUISING CALENDAR Page 9 

CAR SHOWS, EVENTS & SWAP MEETS Page 10 

We’re on the Web 

www.masscruisers.com 

Facebook and Instagram 

  

 

http://www.masscruisers.com


  

 

Monthly Cruisin’ Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 2 

2026 Monthly Business meetings are held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the 3rd Tues. 6:30 PM 

Contact us by snail mail:  
P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 
Or by email: info@masscruisers.com 
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          Our first cruise night of the season has come and gone. April 16 was one of the best opening 
cruise nights that I can remember. The weather was near perfect for an early spring day and boy did the 
Mass Cruisers get support from the car community. With over 1,000 cars clicked in thru the food pantry 
line the parking lot looked like any mid-season cruise night. I was actually surprised with the turnout as I 
thought many car owners had yet to pull their cars out of winter storage. The collection for the food pan-
try reflected this turn out as the night brought in $3,856. Another positive was that less food goods were 
turned in which shows car owners are turning to a cash donation rather than can donations. As we all 
know cash is the preferred donation as the 5 food pantries that we support have more buying power and 
can buy fresh produce and foods would spoil if not refrigerated. A great job was turned in by Dennis and 
the “front entrance” crew. 
          For our first night several of our regulars that work the cruise night were not able to help. Their 
spots were filled with several new members who attended their first cruise night volunteering to help us 
run the cruise. The consensus from Bob and me was that they all did an excellent job. The time they 
spent working alongside everyone else was appreciated. They all said they enjoyed themselves and 
would be back so hopefully we have found some “new regulars” to help out at future cruise nights. 
          I think John B, Fred T and Diane T outdid themselves this year. If you haven’t had a chance to look 
at this year’s cruise night booklet you’re missing one of the largest and nicest put together booklets to 
date. With John and Fred pounding the pavement soliciting ads, giving them to Diane to create the book-
let this is a hard combination to beat. They did such a great job once again, I vote to have them do it all 
over again in 2027. What do you think? Thank you John, Fred and Diane to your commitment to the Mass 
Cruisers. 
          The April meeting was our last pizza night of the season. Unfortunately our planned guest speaker 
wrote down the wrong night on his schedule and was not able to attend. This actually worked out pretty 
good for us as it gave us enough time to get caught up with club business that we didn’t have time to cov-
er previously. Pizza and guest speaker nights will start once again in November. If you have an idea for a 
speaker please let me or any board member know so we can setup a schedule. Normally we are looking 
for speakers in November, December, February, March and April 
          By the time you are reading this Diane Reizovic will be “officially” retired 100%. Congratulation Di-
ane and welcome to the world of retirement. Now you will have plenty of time to polish your Mustang, do 
yard work, polish your Mustang again or do nothing if you prefer. Oh yes, and continue being secretary for 
the Mass Cruisers. 

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Musing 
By John Buchanan  

 

For our newest club members and any old timers in need of 
this information: when a fellow club member needs a hand or 
would like to invite or share with club members information 
about an event you plan on attending, you can call or email 
our club secretary Diane Reizovic and provide the necessary 
details to have a message sent to the members. Don’t forget 
to add if a response from members is needed. Diane’s con-
tact information is on the member roster sent to each of you.  
 

A recent example of a club member needing a hand was Rick 
White’s request for help to sort through the hundreds of do-
nated used wrenches, sockets and hand tools he’s collected 
over the past year for his Tools-4-Kids program. The work 
session was held April 27 Monday afternoon at his Hopedale 
shop. The sorted used tools will be assembled into starter 
tool kits and distributed to deserving graduating technical/
vocational high school seniors that have not yet accumulated 
their own tools.   Rich Armando, yours truly, John Ricker and one of Rick’s friends, Jeff Manosh, were able 
to help Rick on Monday afternoon. 

Rich Armando and Rick White are shown 
here sorting donated tools for the tool kits 
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77 degrees and plenty of sunshine for our 2026 season opening April 16 Bass Pro Shops Cruise was a 
blockbuster this early in the season with 1,100 cruise vehicles, not including the motorcycles, counted 
coming through the main Lot 16 entrance where our front entrance crew collected over $3,800 for the 
five area Food Pantries with the Foxborough Food Pantry on site collecting donated non-perishable food 
items. Also, inside the cruise itself for the first time, 2026 Bass Pro Shops cruise sponsor Chick-Fil-A set 
up a food service tent near our club trailer in Lot 16. We are also expecting Achilito’s Taqueria and anoth-
er new Patriot Place restaurant, Estella, to be setting up food service at future cruises. Patriot Place, our 
cruise venue host, is again providing free shuttle service to both the North and South Market Place res-
taurants and stores for your shopping and restaurant dining convenience. D.J. “Cruisin” Bruce Palmer is 
back again handling the music and those all important announcement duties courtesy of the Bass Pro 
Shops.  I was made aware there was one minor glitch, the bins filled with our highly anticipated 2026 edi-
tion cruise event tee shirts went into hiding, but they will be found and will be available at the next cruise.  
Also, baseball caps embroidered with a newly Dennis Debasio designed Mass Cruisers event logo will be 
available for sale in the near future. 

 

 

April 16 Opening Bass Pro Cruise Was a WINNER! 

 by  John Buchanan 

Foxborough Food Pantry was on hand at the 
cruise entrance collecting donated food. 

You can’t miss DJ Bruce Palmer’s equipment hauling 
YELLOW Plymouth station wagon on display 

Marie Armando & Lorna Rabbitt  
handled all the club trailer duties 

Chick-fil-A is not only a 2026 Bass Pro cruise sponsor 
& Patriot Place restaurant, they will also set up a 

food service tent inside the cruise.  

It was perfect drop-top 77 degree weather to cruise on 
over to our April 16 Bass Pro Shops Cruise 
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If you missed seeing our opening cruise Vintage Motorsports Award winning selec-
tion, John Schiavo’s Calypso Coral 1969 Mustang Mach 1 BOSS 302, keep an eye 
out for it as John plans to become a regular Bass Pro Shops Cruise cruiser with it. 
Only recently finished 3 1/2 weeks earlier off an 8 1/2 year build, John, owner of 
Avenue Auto Body in Boston, bought this mid- 1980’s unfinished project which was 
a mess in 2016 as a creative challenge and it came out as a spectacular example of 
how a resto-mod muscle era pony car can be done. The body mods alone were so 
carefully executed that the untrained eye sees only a beautiful Mustang whereas 
Mustang  owners like me can only dream about owning one like this one that John 
created. Underpinning the Mustang body is the Heidt’s Ford 1965-70 Mustang Pro-
G Independent front and rear suspension. It is powered by the legendary BOSS 302, 
but not all 302’s are created equal. John’s is a stroker modified to output 505 HP at 
the flywheel and with a Borg Warner T5 tranny coupled to a 3:24 Ford 9 in. rear & 
Heidt’s coil over shocks, 4 bar link rear, IFS and rack & pinion steering, it’s got to be 
a hoot to drive. No back seat drivers allowed as that space is filled with a custom 
built speaker system that helps drown out any highway noise. CONGRATULATIONS! 

April 16 Cruise Winner 1969 Mustang Mach 1 BOSS 302 
CONTINUED FROM Page 4  

Plush black leather seating is stitched 
in complimentary Calypso Coral 

No backseat drivers 
here, only your favor-

ite sounds coming 
through a custom fab  

speaker system 

This Ford–in–Ford BOSS 302 stroker  
outputs 505 HP at the flywheel 

John Schiavo receiving 
his Vintage Motorsports 

Cruiser Award  
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Massachusetts motorists were very happy to pony up $100 and get 
the RMV’s striking commemorative 250th Anniversary plates. July 
4th, 1776 is when the Declaration of Independence was adopted 
and coincidently it was also the 200th Anniversary when former 
Presidents Adams and Jefferson died. Curious about whether or 
not the 100th Anniversary of the U.S. Interstate Highway System 
that was established on November 11, 1926 was listed among the 
more than 110 Major Anniversaries in U.S. History listed for 2026 
on TheHistoryList.com. It wasn’t. However the 105th Anniversary of 
the dedication of the Tomb of the Unknown Soldier was.  The list 
also includes the 80th Anniversary of the Bikini making its debut in 
Paris on July 5th, and it wasn’t very warm that July in 1946. 
 

If recognition of our important transcontinental highway system isn’t 
getting noticed by mainstream America, at least the Route 66 Cen-
tennial celebration Route 66 Centennial is well underway with each of 
the eight states from Illinois to California that it passes through is 
having planned festivals and parades in recognition of this historic 
milestone. I also have not found any of the other historic U.S. Route 
numbered highway organizations planning centennial celebrations, 
although U.S. Route 20 100 Years of Route 20 - Historic Route 20  which 
starts in Boston and ends at the Pacific Coast Highway 101 in New-
port Oregon is looking for ideas. I know those of us that love driving 
our cars, whether they be daily drivers or collectable show cars, do 
have bucket list drives and Route 66 is probably the number 1 road on our list. I did Route 66 in my 1961 
Impala with my son in 2015 and I also did a month long cross country drive on U.S. Route 20 a.k.a. The 
Yellowstone Highway, from Boston to Newport Oregon down the Pacific Coast Highway to Long Beach, CA 
and back to Provincetown on U.S. Route 6 a.k.a The Grand Army of the Republic Highway in 2013. I don’t 
think my aging body could have waited to pull any of these road trips during the centennial though. I do 
love the mantra though that goes like this, “Life is too short to drive boring cars.”  And equally important, 
“Drive your Chevrolet through the USA, America’s the greatest land of all”.     

100th Anniversary U.S. Interstate Highway System 

 by John Buchanan 

https://www.route66-centennial.com/
https://www.historicroute20.org/100years
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MAAC Spring Quarterly Meeting 

 by John Buchanan 

The Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs quarterly meeting was held on Wednesday April 22 in the 
Lakeville building that houses Mike Camara’s awesome muscle car collection.  While attendance at MAAC 
quarterly meetings have been declining in recent years due to lack of critical legislative bills that negative-
ly restrict our automotive hobby interests along with waning interest in reviewing status and action strate-
gy discussions surrounding legislative bills of positive impact that repeatedly fail to make it to the Gover-
nor’s desk during each two-year General Court session. As also happened to many COVID impacted activi-
ties and businesses, our hobby interest supported bills were also affected with Legislative process delays. 
Your MAAC Board decided to change meeting loca-
tions that would provide additional interest to our 
member clubs, supporters and individuals that do 
want to learn more about what M.A.A.C. is really 
about. To that end meeting locations like Mike Ca-
mara’s who’s building holds a growing collection 
primarily of classic American muscle and resto-rod 
custom cars was a good start. The format was sim-
ple with the official quarterly meeting starting at 7 
PM with the election of 2026 officers and board 
members, Secretary reading of the previous meet-
ing’s minutes and Treasurer’s financial report fol-
lowed by the President’s status review of Legisla-
tive bills in the final year of the 194th Geneal 
Court.  A tour of Mike’s collection was started an 
hour earlier at 6:00 PM and was greatly appreciat-
ed by all in attendance. Mike is happy to share his 
enthusiasm for our hobby with like minded groups 
and clubs. In addition to completing the discussion 
and actions decided during the meeting, it was 
agreed that the October Fall Quarterly meeting will 
be held at the American Heritage Museum at the 
Collings Foundation in Hudson, MA . Keep up to 
date on Massachusetts Association of Auto Clubs – 
"PROMOTING THE INTERESTS OF THE HOBBY"  

in Holliston, MA 

https://massautoclubs.org/
https://massautoclubs.org/
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Support Our Advertisers  
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