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2026 Monthly Business meetings are held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the 3rd Tues. 6:30 PM 

Contact us by snail mail:  
P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 
Or by email: info@masscruisers.com 
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Here it is: April again! The start of the cruisin’ season for sure. The winter weather has had most of us 
itching to get rid of the snow that just kept coming all winter! Now, finally, we can get our cars in gear!  

Mass Cruisers’ participated at World On Wheels for a third year a couple of weeks ago. The Board of Di-
rectors provided most of the early preparation for the event: paperwork, signage, tables, bins, our new 
2026 T-shirts, tape, and much more. There were many others (members and non-members) giving their 
experience and time to help when it came time to put our checklists into action (especially at set up and 
break down). When it came time to make it happen, Mass Cruisers showed up and the Board of Directors 
wants to thank everyone for their help! 

During the three show dates, Club members who volunteered met and educated visitors about our club 
and our causes. T-shirts were sold, donations to the Food Pantry were collected, and lots of 2026 Bass 
Pro Shops Cruise season postcards were handed out with our published dates for the 13 Patriot Place 
approved cruise nights that are being impacted this year from mid June to early July by the World Cup 
and the K-Pop JBS World Tour conflict in August.  As a result our normal Thursday bi-weekly schedule will 
have consecutive Thursday dates in both July and August.  

An inquiring individual or two signed up to become Mass Cruisers members at the World On Wheels 
Showcase too! The three vocational schools participating in each engine build off (on Saturday and Sun-
day) impressed everyone with their competence and skill! Our judges could not say enough about the 
teams from Norfolk County Agricultural School, Southeastern Regional Vocational School and Blue Hills 
Regional Vocational School. And two teams from Southeastern Voke broke last year’s record time with 
identical 47 minutes tear-down and build-up times, WOW! 

Of course, our Build Off event sponsors made a huge impact with the Club’s ability to keep costs down. 
Thanks are due to Advanced Auto Parts, Auto Craft, Car Mate Trailers, Hometowne Auto Shoppe, Seekonk 
Speedway, SP Trailers & Ornamental Iron Works and Walnut Tree Service. Also, thanks are due to the 
promotors of the New England Home Show/World on Wheels Showcase for inviting Mass Cruisers to 
showcase our Club and these amazing Tech Voke High School students. Thank you to Rich Castiglione 
and Bob Slater.  

Personally, the World On Wheels and our much looked-forward-to cruise nights, cements my belief that we 
are part of a group of car enthusiasts who care about this club, the charities, the trades, and the fun. I 
look forward to attending as many Mass Cruisers’ cruise nights, social and charitable events as I can until 
the late fall. Please, fellow members, utilize the list and the information that John Buchanan puts into the 
monthly newsletter to pencil in anything you’d like to take in. Also, watch your email for details and infor-
mation on club events, too. Hanging with a crowd of like-minded classic car friends is always a fun day.  

Mass Cruisers’ first cruise night of 2026 is April 16th! I am looking forward to seeing you there at the 
Bass Pro/Patriot Place venue all this season! 

Board Musings 
By Diane Thornton—Vice President 

TOOLS 4 KIDS TIME & 50/50 
Rick White—Charity Coordinator 

 

Well we’re all starting to charge up the cars, touch everything up ,do the oil changes 
and get ready for this season of cruises. While we're doing this, it's a good time to 
go through your tools and cull out the ones that you’re not using that are just clut-
tering up your toolbox. We're in the process of making up the toolboxes for the kids 
who receive tools for kids tools that are going into the automotive industry this year as seniors .I’m hoping 
to double the number of toolboxes we did last year so if you have anything that you're not using, but the 
kids can use, please get them to me as soon as possible at the first cruise or the next meeting every tool 
helps. This year I have multiple requests for bigger diesel mechanic tools so we're looking for the big stuff. 
The bigger stuff are few and far between with most of us because few cruisers are buzzing around in 
Cats. But let's do what we can to find that big stuff that you never use and get them to the kids. The other 
thing that we don't get much of are body work tools .We clearly support the collision repair students to put 
our cars back together after we hit a rock. Just like we found with the food pantry, cash is king. We can 
get a lot more mileage out of a cash donation in buying the right tools to supplement the tools that we 
get .Those donations can be sent directly to the club with a memo on the check of tools for kids. And 
don’t forget on cruise nights to support the 50/50 program with your chance to win but also support the 
workforce scholarships that are awarded to graduating voke/tech seniors each year 
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Back in November and December 2023 Jeff Goldstein hosted two separate tours of his private “PISTON 
PALACE” museum collection for club members that was coordinated by Fred Tierney. It was an awesome 
tour that included the unique models created by students in the Fisher Body Craftsmen Guild competi-
tions each year. The Piston Palace also featured the range of cars in Jeff’s hot rod, custom and antique 
car collection in two unique areas, the 1950-60’s GM auto showroom and the Speed Equipment shop.  
When the question asked recently, “What happens to all these cars and collections when you die?”, Jeff 
started thinking about his private museum becoming a 501C3 to make it more accessible to the general 
public. A part of that process too is providing a more detail history and personalized background of each 
of the items and collections he’s gathered and restored over the years rather than the abridged “Readers’ 
Digest” version used when he conducts personal guided tours. And, that was what Jeff did for us at our 
March 17 Monthly meeting. Although Jeff provided comprehensive stories of how he started on this path 
of building collections ranging from when he purchased his first car at age 15 to how he came about 
building his Piston Palace Museum. A typical example, and my favorite story, because it’s something we 
all can relate to was of a 12 year old Jeffrey saving money to buy his first Revell model kit, a beautiful cus-
tom 1957 Chevy Nomad Station Wagon, only to be discouraged on opening the box and seeing a white 
plastic model body with no decals, paint or instructions on how to make it look like the beautiful picture 
on the box cover. His first attempt making the model was a disaster and repeated attempts also failed. 
Fast forward to 2010 when Jeff is reading an article about those original California Nomad builders were 
replicating that famous Revell Nomad model used for the kit as the original was destroyed in an accident 

and restored back to its original factory condition, not the cool look-
ing customized version. Jeff flew out to California and negotiated 
purchasing the repro and it now sits in the Piston Palace Speed 
Equipment showroom peeking out of the glassed garage sales win-
dow. I remembered that car on our 2023 club tour and hope mem-
bers get a chance to visit the Piston Palace. We want to thank Jeff 
for sharing his stories with us and will follow up with his invitation to 
host another tour for club members at his Piston Palace museum.  

Guest Speaker Jeff Goldstein (Piston Palace) 

 by  John Buchanan 

Fred Tierney presents Jeffrey Goldstein with 
our club Guest Speaker thank you plaque. 



  

 

Monthly Cruisin’ Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 5 

Our monthly Mass Cruisers club meetings are held on the 3rd Tuesday of the month in the Bass Pro 
Shops Conservation Room and, except for our ANNUAL business meeting that is held each January, we 
welcome visitors  interested in joining our car club to stop in see what it is all about. Theses meetings dur-
ing the fall and winter start at 6 PM due to the early Bass Pro Shops winter closing hours of 8 PM. During 
the late fall and winter months we typically have a guest speaker lined up, like Jeff Goldstein our March 
Guest speaker, who shareD stories about how he came to build an awesome private museum dedicated 

to the 1950’s & 60’s golden era of automobiles .  
 

Our April guest speaker will be Ken Lemoine who after a successful inaugural Bay State Mootor Festival 
“Made in Massachusetts” in  June last year, will be sharing his plans for this year’s event at the expansive 
Cushing Memorial Park in Framingham. At these meetings complimentary pizza is provided to ward off an 
hunger pangs you may have. Of course, we never know who could show up unexpectedly at these meet-
ings. Our Tuesday March 17 meeting, happening coincidently on St. Patrick's Day, had an unexpected vis-

it with Lorna McRabbitt escorting a Leprechaun that was piggy-back carrying  Al McProvost to the meeting 

MONTHLY CLUB MEETINGS 

by  John Buchanan 

Following the April monthly meeting, we get down to the busi-
ness of what the whole purpose of becoming a member of an 
active car club, enjoying our hobby by working out the plans 
and logistics of club sponsored events like our highly success-
ful Thursday Bass Pro Shops cruise nights beginning April 16 
at Patriot Place, the upcoming May 2 Seekonk Show & Go Car 
Show, Annual May 9 Banquet, the October 10 Friends of Bor-
derland Car Show as well as heavily member attended events 
like the Mt. Washington Climb to the Clouds weekend, the 
Plymouth Waterfront Festival, Hot Rods on Diamond Hill, the 
Adirondack Nationals at Lake George, Old Orchard Beach 
weekend and season ending Gathering of Clubs at Wright’s 
Restaurant when the clocks are turned back in November. 

Lorna McRabbitt escorts a 
Leprechaun giving Al McProvost 
a piggy-back ride at our March 
17 St. Patrick’s Day monthly 
meeting. 
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This year's engine build off at World on Wheels best time record from 2024 of 50 minutes was shattered 
twice by students from Southeastern Regional Technical High School with a time of 47 minutes flat. Both 
the Saturday and Sundays teams surpassed their previous first place Mark from 2024. Southeastern Re-
gional currently holds the four best times over the past three years of competition. Sebastian and River 
beat the best low time a 50 minutes which stood since 2024 on Saturday. Not to be outdone by their class-
mates, or rivals Blue Hills Regional Technical High School or Norfolk Agricultural High School ,Wilmer and 
Jaden tied the Saturday best time on Sunday. Both Sebastian and River are juniors and are looking to best 
their 2025 record tying time next year. And, based upon the fact they lost time looking for a missing nut 
and then had to disassemble the outer covers to resolve a rattling noise, that should be no problem.  Prizes 
were awarded to the top three finishers on Saturday and Sunday and all participating students, their family 
members and instructors were given Seekonk Speedway V.I.P. seating passes for an evening of racing and 
food along with the Mass Cruisers on Saturday evening July 25th. 

It is too soon for Sebastian to know what direction in the automotive industry he wants to go, but River has 
her sights set on going to Mass Maritime to become a marine engineer. Wilmer was competing in his sec-
ond year here and is a junior heading into automotive repair. His teammate Jaden, also a junior with one 
year competing in the 2024 Build Off under his belt, also wants to become a mechanic.  

3rd Annual World On Wheels Engine Build Off 

 by  Rick White 

Mass Cruiser’s President Rich Armando (left) 
presents Mass Cruisers thank you plaques to 
New England Home Shows Host Rich Castiglione 
and World On Wheels Showcase producer Bob 
Slater (right) 

On Sunday, Southeastern Regional juniors Jaden (L) and 
Wilmer (R) start up and get their engine running in record 
tying time of 47 minutes under the watchful eye of Mass 
Cruisers Club Build Off Judge John Sturniolo.  

On Saturday, Southeastern Regional seniors River (left) 
and Sebastian congratulate one another after successfully 
starting up their reassembled engine in a record breaking 
time of 47 minutes. 

In addition to the six 
Engine Build Off 
work areas the club 
displayed seven club 
member show cars 
and womaned our 
club’s event infor-
mation and mer-
chandise table; Lor-
na, Diane, Marie & 
Rose shown below. 
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3rd Annual World On Wheels Engine Build Off 

CONTINUED from Page 6 

It is interesting to note that within the field of participating students, 50% of them were young ladies and 
50% of them were young men, very similar to last year.  This year, I conducted a very brief survey with 
each student and was impressed to find not one student that wasn't somehow going into the automotive 
industry. Two of the young ladies, Gianna from Blue Hills and Claire from Norfolk Aggie intend to go into 
the military to become mechanics. From there, who knows . We thank them in advance for their willing-
ness to serve this country. In addition to the cash prizes funded by the Build Off Event sponsors and 
awarded by the Mass Cruisers for the first three place finishes each day, and as in previous years, our 
Seekonk Speedway sponsor Ed StGermain was there supporting the students and inviting them and their 
families to enjoy a race night at the Action Track of the East with VIP section seating passes scheduled for 
Mass Cruisers night on July 25,  V.I.P, passes include all of the amenities including food & pit access be-
fore the races.  The Mass Cruisers thank at Seekonk Speedway, for this very generous and fun donation.  

It may seem easy to us spectators watching these very talented future mechanics-in-training taking an en-
gine apart and putting it back together again, but try to do it in front of a crowd of spectators, including 
family members, and it's a different experience. It was very clear to me that the students in their second or 
third year of competition definitely have an edge of experience under the lights. In talking to the students 
after the competition, they were all looking forward to next year. But for now Southeastern Regional Tech-
nical High School are raining champs for the third consecutive year. Everyone will have a shot at taking on 
the reining champs again next year.  

We also want to give a huge thanks to the three Voke/Tech 
instructors that give generously of there time to support their 
students for this annual competition: Blue Hills Regional—
Ryan Kiff, Norfolk County Aggie—Thomas Lamist and South-
eastern Regional-Curtiss Goff. 

Bryan Kiff—Blue Hills Regional  

Thomas Lamist —Norfolk County Aggie  

Curtis Goff—Southeastern Regional  

ABOVE: Saturday afternoon’s competing team members 
BELOW: Sunday afternoon’s competing team members  
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What I will always remember about this event is the extraordinary effort a core group of Mass Cruiser 
members physically and mentally put into it. The immense amount of equipment, flooring, signage, etc 
that has to be transported, set up, manned, then torn down and transported again by people happy and 
enthusiastic from early Thursday until late on Sunday, was inspiring. As busy as these folks were they still 
found the time to cheerfully help and guide someone like me who had never taken a car to a trade show 
environment before. It was amazing and I’m grateful to them. 
 

This event was on my schedule last October 19th, our last show of 2025. Much was scheduled to be done 
to my car in 6 months, not only for this event but for the 2026 show season which again includes premier 
events such as returning to Hershey for that illusive 1st Junior award at Hershey this year with this 1970 
Cadillac Fleetwood Brougham, a.k.a. affectionately as “The Ark”.  
 

The car went to CT for a rear end repair no other shop in New England could do correctly. Then shipped to 
Whitehall for trunk restoration, removal of numerous pieces of chrome for replating, restoring the grill and 
to address other issues, then shipped home. Numerous parts ordered for repairs and maintenance with 
my mechanic. This car is a driver, not a poser. We drove to shows last year from Maine to Pennsylvania 
and everything in-between in climate controlled, all options working, old school Cadillac style. 
 

Six months sounds like a lot of time… Larry White was here putting the chrome back on four days before 
we left for Gillette and the World On Wheels Showcase, Next day the car was back with my mechanic 
Scott Spencer fixing a coolant leak. There’s still work with Scott to be done before our show season starts 
in April and continues until October including a restored control head in the dash. Its why the car was 
shipped both ways to Gillette with Buckler’s, no heat. This Gillette WOW event is a 3-day car show. There 
was a lot of expense and logistics. Would I do it again to support this fabulous club? In a heartbeat… 

 

MY WORLD ON WHEELS STORY 

 by Laurie Kraynick 

LEFT: Larry 
White from
(Whitehall Auto 
Restorations) 
installing newly 
chromed front 
bright work. 
 
RIGHT: Buck-
ler’s Towing 
Service in Hyan-
nis has the ARK 
loaded and 
ready to return 
back home in 
W. Yarmouth 
on Sunday. 

My 1970 Cadil-
lac Fleetwood 
Brougham had 
to undergo new 
trunk restora-
tion, new front 
end chrome 
brightwork, and 
numerous re-
pairs and 
maintenance 
including  rear 
end repair   
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MAAC 2026 SPRING MEETING IS ON APRIL 22 

  

in Holliston, MA 

MAAC’s 2026 SPRING issue newsletter is coming to you as an active MAAC representative for your club 
and is available online on their www.massautoclubs.org website. Please tell us how we can get the MAAC 
car club representatives and other interested auto enthusiasts to attend our meetings!.  In the past, we 
changed the meeting nights to coincide with the Mass Cruisers Bass Pro cruise night but that has not 
seemed to increase the attendance at meetings. We now are attempting to hold our meetings at venues 
that have something of interest to members, such as collections of vehicles and / or restoration shops.  

Dean Zwicker / Vice President of MAAC  

http://www.massautoclubs.org
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Support Our Advertisers  
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