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    The January 20th meeting was our club’s annual business meeting and I would have to say things went 
extremely well. As in the past, Choice Catering brothers, Ken & Tim, did a fine job. There was a great se-
lection and everything tasted good. This was all made possible due to the effort of John Buchanan who 
was in charge of organizing this night. John thank you for doing this. 
   It appeared everyone there enjoyed themselves. I felt bad when I had to stop everyone from socializing 
in order to call the official annual meeting to order. Congratulations, Steve Vining. He was the recipient of 
an award that the club gives to any member who has been a member for 25 years. Steve has stayed ac-
tive doing various tasks for the club throughout the years, beginning with establishing our club’s 
www.masscruisers.com website presence through the Hemmings car club hosting program and as the 
club photographer up until recently. Thank you for your contributions over the past 25 years Steve. Diane 
Thornton who tracks club membership longevity also used her creativity talents by the putting together a 
memory lane shadow box to present to Steve.  
     Bob Hines, the club’s previous “2024 Cruiser of the Year” honoree, was responsible for the challeng-
ing task of picking the “2025 Cruiser of the Year” a responsibility each designee has. Any given year 
there is usually more than one member who could have been selected. Unfortunately only one member 
per year is picked and to make it more challenging, previous honorees’ cannot be selected. The “2025 
Cruiser of the Year” goes to Kevin Rushlow. As you know Kevin is our club’s Treasurer who puts countless 
hours in making sure 2+2 always equal 4. He also can be seen at any given cruise night doing his treas-
urers duties along with manning an exit gate. Now that Kevin is retired, he and wife Deb have been more 
actively cruising with the club to events in their 1978 Cadillac El Dorado & 1970 Monte Carlo. Congratu-
lations for being picked as Cruiser of the year. Kevin’s job is to make his selection a year from now for the 
2026 Cruiser of the Year. Will it be you?  By the way Kevin will not take a bribe so you must earn it thru 
club participation. 
   For those of you who could not attend the business meeting, you missed an opportunity to meet 4 new 
members who attended their first meeting. Once again let’s welcome Joanne Ciesluk, Brian Gately, and 
Michael & Cheryl Toupin. All four have expressed an interest in helping out at our cruise nights. If you did 
not meet them on the 20th please introduce yourself to them at one of the cruise nights. 
    February 17th meeting will feature a presentation from the owners of Rhode Island Motor Sports who 
are also one of our major sponsors for our Bass Pro Shops Cruises. Pizza will be served at 6:00 PM and 
their presentation will start at 6:30. We are still following the Bass Pro’s winter hours so we must be out 
of the building by 8:00 pm. Hopefully you can make it. 

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Musing 
By John Buchanan EDITORIAL  

 

I heard through the grapevine the Early Ford V8 Club of 
New England will not be hosting what would have been 
their 54th Annual Wings & Wheels Spring Tune-Up at the 
Fitchburg Airport in April.  Although the Spring Tune-Up is 
not the last of these popular outdoor automotive swap 
meets that remain true to the hobby by attracting hard 
core automotive enthusiasts, this was an annual season 
opening event that everyone looked forward to attending.  
I was told they could no longer muster enough volunteers 
necessary to properly run the event. It’s true that many of 
vintage vehicle owners are aging out and/or are physically 
unable to provide the energy a large successful event like 
Spring Tune-Up required. Perhaps another group will see 
the value to continue the tradition as this was always the 
one event where we could take out our favorite rides for 
an early spring shake-down cruise after a long winter’s 
nap. 
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Clubmembers that were unable to attend the December 20 luncheon tour of Mike Camara’s Muscle Car 
Collection were invited to attend a follow-up tour on Saturday January 17, the same record setting day 
when $259 million dollar sales in collector car history was being set at the Mecum Kissimmee Auction. We 
didn’t miss that either during the tour of Mike’s collection as we were able to follow the auction live on 
Mike’s huge man-cave TV when the 46 Bachman Ferrari collection was being auctioned off and contrib-
uting $125 million to that single-day record. Of course, Mike always the gracious host, provided the details 
of how each of the cars in his growing collection of 30 cars came to him. And questioned about, which 
one’s he drives, he said, “all of them.” They are all registered and each one goes through a rigorous check 

for any problem areas that need to be addressed be-
fore they are placed into regular availability for his own 
personal use. We all experience that situation of hav-
ing to clean up our latest purchased ride so that we 
are comfortable taking it for a long anticipated road 
trip or presentation at a competitive car show. 

Jan.17 Mike’s Muscle Car Collection Follow-up 

 by  John Buchanan 

The three separate collection areas club 
members are treated to are the main 
Muscle Car Collection area of Ford, GM 
& Mopar muscle, dominated by Mustangs 
(above), the Corvette showroom area 
(right & below), and service garage area 
where overflow parking. detailing and 
service is performed.  
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Although I could not make it to the 2026 Mecum Kissimmee at Osceola Heritage Park personally this year, 
my brother-in-law Richard Paglierani who serves as this annual event photographer for me, was able to 
give us some of his favorite picks ahead of the cars hitting the auction block. What I’m doing here is to see 
how well they did following their few minutes of exposure as they crossed the live auction block. Of course, 

I didn’t expect Richard or any of my picks of interest for that mat-
ter, to be the highest bid, rarest model, lowest mileage or most 
interest provenance vehicle among the over 4,500 vehicles be-
ing auctioned over the January 6-18, 12 days of auction activity.  
 

 

2026 MECUM KISSIMMEE RESULTS 
By Fred Tierney 

1969 Yenko Camaro Prototype 
$1,815,000 

1962 Ferrari 250 GTO 
$38,500,000 

1904 Thomas Flyer 
Replica—$24,750 

1953 Cadillac Eldorado  
Convertible—$275,000 

1939 Packard Super 8 
 Convertible Coupe 

BID-GOES-ON ($70,000) 
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Some snow overnight on Saturday and the threat of more snow Sunday afternoon along with the Drake 
Maye led Patriots afternoon home game hosting the Huston Oilers at Gillette Stadium seemed to have 
kept the normally heavy Sunday attendance at this year’s AUTOPARTS Swap & Sell meet at the Big E 
Home Living Center down from past swaps. This year I brought along my 13 year old great-grandson to 
experience his first ever swap meet and he took to it like a duck does to water. He had his own Christmas 
money to spend and he did pretty well for himself. As for me, I picked up a couple of metric 1/4—3/8 
drive ratchet sets, channel lock & regular pliers for Rick White’s “Tools 4 Kids” program as well as a Mod-
el A Ford music album cover for my cellar workshop wall art collection. As usual there are lots of tool & 
hardware vendors, along with some nice cars for sale, but my favorite unique item at this year’s event for 
every auto enthusiast’s man cave was a custom built front end sofa; pictured below. 

2026 Big E   AUTOPARTS Swap & Sell 

 by  John Buchanan 

What great idea for a man cave sofa! 
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The theme for Abe’s Garage monthly January 18 Car Craft open house was “New Year New Build” and I 
did come across a couple of new build’s getting underway by their owners that are worth following up at 
the February 22 and March 22 Car Craft open houses. One is a traditional restoration project of a 1968 
Cadillac DeVille being undertaken by its new owner and the other is a mind-blowing project build of a 
2,200 equivalent HP SL-C Superlite EV independent all-wheel drive sports car. What makes the SL-C Su-
perlite EV even more interesting is the owner, Bob, who designed all the custom aluminum hardware on 
CAD and machined them on his three axis milling machine. And, for the custom designed non-metallic 
parts, he used his 3-D printer to make them. Bob was not around for most of the open house but I did 
meet him as he was lugging in boxes of those newly machined aluminum parts that were fresh from hav-
ing a hard ceramic coating finish done to them. Can’t wait to see the progress of these two projects at the 
next open house when Car Comics with Zenith Comics will also be there, something my great-grandson 
Brad, who loves going to Abe’s with me, will surly be interested in. 

ABE’S GARAGE New Year Build Open House 

 by  John Buchanan 

ABOVE: Bob’s SL-C 
Superlite all wheel 
drive EV project build, 
powered by 4 used 
TESLA S 680 PM drive 
motors, is going to be  
worth following. 
BELOW: The 1968 
Cadillac DeVille con-
vertible restoration 
project is taking place 
next door to the ongo-
ing  1986 Jeep GJ res-
toration build project 
in the Garage lower 
level. 
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Our club by-laws require us to hold an Annual Business Metting which we’ve traditionally done at the Jan-
uary Meeting where we can introduce the 2026 club officers and Board members as well as the different 
committees and assigned committee leaders. This meeting is also where our newest club members can 
meet, greet and socialize with everyone. To ensure there is a good membership turnout for the official an-
nual business meeting which would normally be a ho-hum event for auto enthusiasts, we have Choice Ca-
tering out of Bellingham set up a sumptuous hot buffet to satisfy our palates and also include some other 
non-official business meeting features, like honoring the “Mass. Cruiser of the Year Award” recipient and 
recognize and honor any new 25 year anniversary members.     Continued on Page 9 

35th ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

 by John Buchanan 

ABOVE LEFT: 
Cruise Director Bob Hines 
presents Bass Pro Shops 
Gen. Mgr. Jeff Moschella 
with a Thank You Plaque 
for hosting the 2025 
Cruise Season at Patriot 
Place. 

ABOVE: 
2024 Cruiser of the  Bob 
Hines presents his 2025 
Cruiser of the Year selec-
tion Kevin Rushlow with a 
recognition plaque. 

LEFT: 
Diane Thornton presents 
Steve Vining with a cus-
tom shadow box she cre-
ated in recognition of his 
25 Years as a Mass Cruiser 
member.   
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35th ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING 

Continued from Page 8 

In another non-business meeting recognition moment was brought to our attention by our Charitable 
Committee Chair Rick White; it was an unusual donation to the “TOOLS-4-KIDS” program made by Bob 
“IKE” Eisenhauer. Well, it was his daughter who had purchased one of those $200 Amazon return pallets 
of curated customer-return, overstock, or damaged items. Bob noticed one item she got in the return pal-
let she purchased was a box of 20 digital display electric solder irons and asked what she planned to do 
with them. She said she didn’t want them and was going to throw them out. Bob asked if he could have 
them for the TOOLS-4-KIDS program. So the box irons showed up with “IKE” at the meeting. I think every 
back yard mechanic has an electric soldering iron or gun tucked away in their tool chest along with spool 
or two of solder, some flux and a dried up wet sponge.  

in Holliston, MA 

Choice Catering 
out of Belling-
ham has got the 
annual spread of 
steak tips, cal-
zones, lasagna,  
salad & drinks ot 
our satisfaction 

once again.  

Rick White thanks Bob “IKE” Eisenhauer 
for the TOOLS-4-KIDS donation of  20 

digital display electric soldering irons. 
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Support Our Advertisers  
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ANNUAL FACTORY FIVE  RACING VISIT 

Continued from Page 8 

Every year at this time Fred Tierney and I try to personally visit as many of our Bass Pro Shops Cruise spon-
sors as time and opportunity allow. One of the first of many of our long time sponsors has been Factory Five 
Racing in Wareham. It was at the 2012 Goodguys East Coast Nationals at the Big E in W. Springfield that I 
met Dave Smith at his Factory Five Racing display and talked to him being a rally point host for our a new 
U.S. Route 6 Cruise weekend from Seekonk to Provincetown on Saturday of the October Columbus Day 
weekend. He was enthusiastically on board for the P-Town cruise and he then came to be one of our Bass 
Pro Shops Cruise sponsors the following year in 2013. It was held during the eight year run of the P-Town 
cruise weekends that I made it a habit of stopping in at Factory Five to review the upcoming cruise plans for 
P-Town as well as our Bass Pro Cruise schedule for a Factory Five Forum date. That’s when I would take a 
peek at what was new  in the Factory Five showroom. I stopped in this past Thursday, but most of the F5R 
crew was out of town with four of  the F5R XTF Pre-Runner Trucks for the King of the Hammers Mojave De-
sert off-road race in CA so Dave Lindsey did the honors of showing me around. 

 

LEFT: Carbon fiber body Type-65 Coupe 
RIGHT: Fiberglass body Type-65 Coupe   

Tim Allen’s Military Tribute 35 Hot Rod Truck was in the shop 
for some final tweeks. Tim wasn't so sure about the hub caps 

I could enjoy having coffee in the morning here 

ABOVE: 25th  
Anniversary MK-4 

Roadster 
 

BELOW:  
MK4-R & Type 65-R 

Challenge series 
Roadster & Coupe 
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