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This is the second year in a row that the WOW trade show/engine build off has been a huge success. 
Once again the Mass Cruisers hit it out of the park. On both days we had 6 teams compete in the build 
�R�I�I���Z�L�W�K���J�U�H�D�W���U�H�V�X�O�W�V�����7�K�H���S�U�R�P�R�W�H�U���F�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���K�D�Y�H���E�H�H�Q���K�D�S�S�L�H�U���Z�L�W�K���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H���F�O�X�E���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�R���W�K�H���V�K�R�Z����
Thanks to all the members who helped set up on Thursday to breaking everything down on Sunday. A 
great club effort. 
      What a night April 17th turned out to be. Our first cruise night of the season like the WOW show was a 
huge success. Even though the weather was chilly with the parking lot acting like a wind tunnel as always. 
The sun shined for a majority of the time which was welcomed. There were in the vicinity of 750 cars that 
�V�K�R�Z�H�G���X�S�����7�K�D�W�·�V���D���Y�H�U�\���L�P�S�U�H�V�V�L�Y�H���W�X�U�Q���R�X�W���I�R�U���W�K�H���I�L�U�V�W���Q�L�J�K�W�����7�K�H���I�R�R�G���S�D�Q�W�U�\���U�H�S�R�U�W�H�G���J�R�R�G���Q�L�J�K�W���P�R�Q��
ey wise. The requested cash preferred over food donation seemed to work out and was a good call to im-
plement. There were two reasons for this. First we have seen a fair amount of expired food being handed 
off which has to be thrown away and not used. On top of that the variety of food donated is for the most 
part items that the average family has not much use for. Second with cash in hand the food pantries get 
�P�R�U�H���´�E�D�Q�J���I�R�U���W�K�H���E�X�F�N�µ���E�\���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�L�Q�J�����������Z�R�U�W�K���R�I���I�R�R�G���I�R�U���H�Y�H�U�\���������V�S�H�Q�W���D�W���W�K�H���%�R�V�W�R�Q���$�U�H�D���I�R�R�G��
bank. The pantries can also buy the kinds of food that their client families and seniors need and will use 
along with perishable foods that are needed to be purchased fresh.  We will still collect donated food 
items but our goal is to encourage cash donations . 
      At the April meeting a signup sheet for working the Seekonk show on Saturday May 3rd was passed 
�D�U�R�X�Q�G�����,�I���\�R�X���Z�H�U�H�Q�·�W���L�Q���D�W�W�H�Q�G�D�Q�F�H���R�U���G�L�G�Q�·�W���V�H�H���L�W���O�H�W���P�H���N�Q�R�Z���L�I���\�R�X���S�O�D�Q���R�Q���Z�R�U�N�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���G�D�\���V�R���,���N�Q�R�Z��
what we have for numbers and so I can set some judging teams. Once again Fred Tierney and Mark Lite 
will be our head judges and will go thru their instructions that morning. As we have done in the past we 
will meet at the Rte. 95 rest area south of Rte. 495. We should leave by around 7:00am in order to be at 
the track by 7:30ish in order to give us time to set up our tent and enjoy a cup of coffee and a donut be-
fore they start letting in the show cars at 8 AM. Remember you must work this show to be able to attend 
the Seekonk Speedway thank you with a V.I.P. night at the races on July 12th.  
      John B has taken the time to put together a list of events that he thought some of you might not be 
aware of that club members add to yearly calendar and would also be interested in attending. Take a 
look at the list which Diane sent out to our club member mail list to figure out what ones you would like to 
�J�R���W�R�����7�K�H���O�L�V�W���Z�L�O�O���D�O�V�R���E�H���P�D�L�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�G���D�Q�G���X�S�G�D�W�H�G���S�H�U�L�R�G�L�F�D�O�O�\���R�Q���W�K�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V�·���S�D�J�H���R�I���R�X�U���Q�H�Z�O�\���U�H��
vamped www.masscrusiers.com �Z�H�E�V�L�W�H�����´�/�L�I�H���L�V���W�R�R���V�K�R�U�W�����V�R���O�H�W�·�V���J�H�W���R�X�W���D�Q�G���H�Q�M�R�\���R�X�U���F�D�U�V���D�Q�G���G�U�L�Y�H��
�W�K�H�P�µ�����W�K�D�W�·�V���Z�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���D�U�H���I�R�U���� 

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando  

�(�G�L�W�R�U�·�V���0�X�V�L�Q�J 
By John Buchanan EDITORIAL  

 

For those of us that love our trucks for their utilitarian purpose of hauling stuff around and who now are 
holding on to them for as long as possible due to the latest increased design sophistication and added 
technology features that have pushed costs to purchase a new one to the point that they have almost 
priced themselves beyond the reach of many. My first truck was a used 1952 International pickup that I 
bought over 35 years ago. It not only allowed me to haul stuff around, I could go to cruise nights and car 
shows because it was an antique. When I sold it and bought a 1931 Dodge Brothers street rod, my daily 
driver was a Dodge Ramcharger 4 x 4 SUV that I could still haul stuff in, but I missed the utilitarian pur-
�S�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�D�W���¶�������S�L�F�N�X�S�����6�R�����P�\���Q�H�[�W���G�D�L�O�\���G�U�L�Y�H�U���E�H�F�D�P�H���D���7�R�\�R�W�D���7�D�F�R�P�D���S�L�F�N�X�S�����7�K�H�Q�����Z�K�H�Q���W�K�H���Q�H�Z��
�7�X�Q�G�U�D�·�V���F�D�P�H���R�Q���W�K�H���V�F�H�Q�H���L�Q���������������W�K�H�\���R�I�I�H�U�H�G���W�K�H���E�H�V�W���R�I���D�O�O���Z�R�U�O�G�V�����D���F�R�P�I�R�U�W�D�E�O�H���U�L�G�H�����J�U�H�D�W���9�����S�H�U��
formance, and with the extended cab, more utilitarian purpose than I could have ever imagined.  
To replace my latest 2013 Tundra, which now has clocked over 137,000 miles, it will cost over $50,000.  
Enter an all new EV truck competitor, SLATE Scout, with an MSRP $27,500 ($20,000 after federal tax re-
�E�D�W�H�V���G�X�H���W�R���8���6�����P�D�Q�X�I�D�F�W�X�U�L�Q�J�������W�K�D�W���Z�L�O�O���E�H���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���Q�H�[�W���\�H�D�U�����,�W�·�V���E�D�U�H���E�R�Q�H�V���D�V���W�U�X�F�N�V���J�R���W�K�H�V�H���G�D�\�V��
�Z�L�W�K���F�U�D�Q�N���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z�V���D�Q�G���G�D�V�K�E�R�D�U�G���N�Q�R�E�V���O�L�N�H���P�\���R�O�G���¶�������,�Q�W�H�U�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O�����$�O�W�K�R�X�J�K���L�W�·�V���R�Q�O�\���U�D�W�H�G���I�R�U���D��
1,400-pound payload & 1,000-pound towing capacity, this is more than enough for hauling  yard mulch 
home and yard waste to the recycling center. And its 96 mpg rating and 150�³240 mile range is causing 
me to rethink my skepticism about owning an EV. The SLATE Scout is the complete opposite of the TESLA 
�&�\�E�H�U�W�U�X�F�N�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V���D�Q�R�W�K�H�U���S�R�L�Q�W���L�Q���L�W�V���I�D�Y�R�U�����,�·�P���Q�R�W���J�R�L�Q�J���W�R���M�X�P�S���R�Q���W�K�H���6�/�$�7�(���E�D�Q�G�Z�D�J�R�Q���\�H�W�����E�X�W���,�·�P��
happy to learn there will be more affordable options in the future for truck owners like me. 

https://www.masscruisers.com/
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Brendan King purchased his 1967 Dodge Coronet R/T in 1988, the year he graduated from college. He 
�Z�D�V���G�U�L�Y�L�Q�J���D�������������&�K�D�U�J�H�U���5���7���D�W���W�K�H���W�L�P�H���D�Q�G���V�D�L�G���K�H���F�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���S�D�V�V���X�S���W�K�L�V�������������E�H�D�X�W�L�I�X�O���E�O�X�H-paint 
on-blue interior. It is an original ordered Chicago Grand Spaulding Auto 2-door hardtop that was ordered 
with the 440 Magnum V8, 4-speed TorqueFlite tranny, 3:54 Dana rear end, H.D. shock absorbers, firm 
ride Rallye suspension and red streak tires. The only optional item added were headrests.  
In 1994 Brendan completed a full restoration and began displaying her at area car shows including local-
ly the SSAAC Show at the Endicott Estate in Dedham and Chrysler Nationals in Carlisle, PA.  When working 
to co-produce the Norwood Arena Movie project, he had Crivello Signs in Walpole apply the Norwood Are-
na pace car graphics that was used on a 1968 Galaxie to help promote the Norwood Arena movie in 
2014 and this Dodge has often been displayed at several of our Bass Pro Shops cruises. Thanks, Bran-
�G�D�Q�����I�R�U���E�U�L�Q�J�L�Q�J���\�R�X�U���·�������Z�K�H�U�H���L�W���I�L�Q�D�O�O�\���H�D�U�Q�H�G���D���Z�H�O�O-deserved Vintage Motorsports cruise award.  

April 17 Cruise Winner 1967 Dodge Coronet R/T 
by  John Buchanan 

Cruise Night winner Brendan King & wife Kasey Crist are presented with the Vintage Motorsports 
sponsored Cruiser Award plaque at the April 17 Bass Pro Shops Cruise by club member John Landry. 

This 1967 Dodge includes original Spaulding Dodge Auto ordered HEMI performance package 
upgrades for the 440 Magnum V8, TorqueFlite tranny with 3.54 Dana Rear End & Rally suspension.  
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Sixty degrees and blue skies welcomed our Thursday April 17 Bass Pro Shops Cruise Season opener at 
Patriot Place and, despite the hilltop windy conditions, we had a great turnout estimated at around 750 
�V�K�R�Z���F�D�U�V�����:�H���Q�R���O�R�Q�J�H�U���K�D�Y�H���R�Y�H�U�I�O�R�Z���S�D�U�N�L�Q�J���D�F�F�H�V�V���W�R���W�K�H���V�P�D�O�O���F�R�U�Q�H�U���/�R�W���������D�F�U�R�V�V���I�U�R�P���7�U�D�G�H�U���-�R�H�·�V��
Market as Patriot Place has plans to dedicate that lot for a summer long activity much like it was used this 
winter for their public Winter Skate program. Another change we will experience when our main cruise 
Lots 14 & 16 across from the Bass Pro Shops and the South Marketplace are filled, the U.S. Route 1N 
Gate 8 entry, between the Patriot Place sign and a new Chick-fil-�$���W�K�D�W�·�V���X�Q�G�H�U���F�R�Q�V�W�U�X�F�W�L�R�Q���Z�L�O�O���E�H���F�O�R�V�H�G��
and the show car entry traffic will be diverted to the new Gate 7 entrance between Starbucks Coffee and 
the CVS Pharmacy. Show cars will then be directed to the large overflow parking Lot 20 across from the 
Marriott/Renaissance Hotel. There is a pedestrian tunnel entry from Lot 20 to the Lots 14 & 16 cruise.   
 

Also returning this year is the complimentary FREE shuttle service from the cruise to the Bass Pro Shops, 
the Olive Garden Restaurant & South Marketplace and North Market Place with pick-up and drop off loca-
tions identified with sidewalk signs.  Axel & Byrne had their on-site food tent providing grilled hand-�K�H�O�G�·�V��
at the cruise or take the shuttle to their store in the North Marketplace and get their signature barbeque 
offerings.   

April 17, 2025 Bass Pro Shops Cruise Season Opener   
CONTINUED FROM Page 4  

Check out the YouTube video  
APRIL 17, 2025 Bass Pro Shops Cruise  

Take advantage of the Bass Pro Shops 
sponsored courtesy van to go shop-
ping or to enjoy one of the 26 restau-
rants in the North & South Markets. 

Our new 2025 
cruise logo tee 
shirts are availa-
ble in four colors 
at the club trailer 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2qCTdP6iQRk&t=4s
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�$�Q�R�W�K�H�U���\�H�D�U���W�K�D�W���$�S�U�L�O�·�V���V�K�R�Z�H�U�V���V�K�R�Z�H�G���X�S���W�R���V�S�R�L�O���W�K�H���7�\-�5�R�G�V�·�������W�K���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���V�S�U�L�Q�J���V�Z�D�S���P�H�H�W���D�W���W�K�H��
Stafford Springs Motor Speedway. It is a rain-or-shine event, so it rained on Saturday and there were lin-
gering off-and-on showers Sunday morning although it cleared up in the early afternoon when all those 
stalwart vendors started packing up to leave. Last year I brought a folding chair with me to take rest 
breaks from walking the aisles inside and outside the 1/2-mile track, but I now pack a portable Lynx three-
wheel mobility cart in the back of my truck which helps me to cover more ground quickly now that my scoli-
osis aching lower back prevents me from comfortably walking large events like the Ty-Rods swap meet. 
Other than the Sunday drive over the back roads in Rhode Island and Connecticut which is always a pleas-
ure, this was the most disappointing Ty-�5�R�G�V���V�Z�D�S���,�·�Y�H���H�Y�H�U���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G�����,���F�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���I�L�Q�G���D�Q�\�W�K�L�Q�J���W�R���E�U�L�Q�J��
back home, but as always, there were photo opportunities that I can at the very least share with you.  

37th  Annual Ty-Rods Auto Swap Meet at Stafford Springs 
by John Buchanan 

Japanese KEI trucks are showing up all over New 
England, and they attract a lot of tire kickers. 

�,���F�R�X�O�G�Q�·�W���K�H�O�S���E�X�W���Z�R�Q�G�H�U���Z�K�D�W���W�K�L�V��
1958 Edsel Bermuda Station Wagon 
would look like all dolled up 

�,�W�·�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���L�J�Q�R�U�H���W�K�H���9�H�U�P�R�Q�W���I�D�U�P���U�R�W���R�Q��
�W�K�L�V�����������)�R�U�G���5�D�Q�F�K�H�U�R�·�V���U�H�D�U���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�� 

�,�W���D�L�Q�·�W���D���6�W�D�I�I�R�U�G���6�S�U�L�Q�J�V���V�Z�D�S���P�H�H�W���L�I���W�K�H�U�H�·�V��
not a race car or two FOR SALE that attracts 
the Richard Petty spirited driver inside us all.  

Good bones to build a custom chopper. 
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The first set of donated gently used tools that were collected at our Bass Pro Shops cruises Tools-4-Kids 
program were presented to Blue Hills Regional senior Maria Arcieri. Maria, who was one of the two win-
ning Blue Hills Engine Build-�2�I�I���W�H�D�P���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���D�W���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���:�R�U�O�G���R�Q���:�K�H�H�O�V���6�K�R�Z�F�D�V�H���Z�D�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G��
the tools at her Jack Madden Ford co-op workplace in Norwood on Friday April 4. The set of gently used or 
duplicate donated tools which were collected at our 2024 Bass Pro Shops cruises included a 1/2" impact 
driver, timing light, ball joint splitter, 1/2' ratchet and socket set, a set of box end and open end wrench-
es, hammer, rubber hammer, pliers, assorted screwdrivers, tool box and tray as well miscellaneous files 
and tools. We are again collecting donated tools at our 2025 Bass Pro Shops cruises. You can find the 
donation bucket underneath the table at the club trailer, or I can arrange to pick up your tool donations at 
your home or business.   

 

Tools 4 Kids Update  

by Rick White 

in Holliston, MA 

Tools 4 Kids program founder Rick White pre-
sents the first student recipient, Blue Hills Re-
gional Senior Maria Arcieri with a complete tool 
box filled with donated gently used tools. 
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�,���K�D�G���D���E�L�J���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���I�R�U���6�X�Q�G�D�\�·�V���(�D�U�O�\���)�R�U�G���9�����&�X�E�·�V�������U�G���$�Q�Q�X�D�O���:�L�Q�J�V���	���:�K�H�H�O�V���6�Z�D�S���0�H�H�W���	���&�D�U��
Show following an all day Saturday soaking rain. Go in my Tundra pickup truck and park way out in the 
spectator parking field that could still be wet & possibly muddy, or the bring the Mustang hoping to get 
there early enough to park on the dry tarmac and also be close to the swap meet vendors. The Mustang 
won out and I made it just in time to park in the remaining Tarmac row available for the show cars.  
�7�K�H�U�H���Z�H�U�H���S�O�H�Q�W�\���R�I���Y�H�Q�G�R�U�V���D�Q�G���V�Z�D�S���P�H�H�W���V�S�D�F�H�V���I�L�O�O�L�Q�J���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U�·�V���V�Z�D�S���O�L�P�L�W�L�Q�J���D�Y�D�L�O�D�E�O�H���W�D�U�P�D�F���V�K�R�Z��

car parking spaces which was a good 
thing for the host Early Ford V8 Club. 

Continued on Page 9  

EARLY FORD V8 CLUB 53 RD ANNUAL SWAP  

 by John Buchanan 

After arriving at the Early Spring Tune-Up 
and getting parked on a cold morning, I like 

to relax 
enjoying 
a hot 
coffee & 

blueberry muffin while watching the parade 
of incoming show cars heading for their 

�:�K�D�W�·�V���J�U�H�D�W���D�E�R�X�W���W�K�H���(�D�U�O�\���)�R�U�G���9�����&�O�X�E�·�V��
Spring Tune-Up is there are always some 
really nice cars of all ages and condition for 
sale. Some are even in drive-it-home condi-
tion, like this gorgeous 1931 Chrysler Impe-
rial Coupe looking for a BEST OFFER.  

�Z�D�,�W�·�V���K�D�U�G���W�R���L�J�Q�R�U�H���W�K�H���9�H�U�P�R�Q�W���I�D�U�P���U�R�W��
�R�Q���W�K�L�V�����������)�R�U�G���5�D�Q�F�K�H�U�R�·�V���U�H�D�U���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�� 
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EARLY FORD V8 CLUB 53 RD ANNUAL SWAP MEET 
Continued from Page 8 

The Swap meet is the best part of the Early 
Spring Tune-Up, a mixture of project builds, fin-
ished and unfinished, antique automobilia and 
petroliana items galore for the man cave. And 
there is also an antique plane fly-in adjacent to 
the Early V8 Club Tune-Up show 

�+�H�U�H�·�V���W�K�U�H�H���G�L�I�I�H�U�H�Q�W�������������0�R�G�H�O���$�·�V����
the project truck cab above, a rolling 
chassis & drive train below and a ready 
to drive Tudor Sedan, upper left. 

Hubby was giving this 1947 
Ford Business Coupe some 
serious looking over. 

If vintage toys, pedal cars or oil cans are 
your thing, there were plenty to chose from 

1939 Ford Tow Truck below 
looks ready to go to work 
again while the 1941 Ford 
Delivery needs a bit more 
TLC before hitting the road. 
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CAR SHOWS, SWAP MEETS & EVENTS 


