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2024 Monthly Business meetings are usually held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM. Visitors, guests and those interested in joining the Mass Cruisers Auto 
Club are welcome to attend one of these monthly meetings at 6:30 PM before club business is conducted.   

www.masscruisers.com 

2024 Board Members 
   

Rich Armando (CHAIR) 
Bob Hines 

Steve Huntington  
John Griffin 

Diane Thornton   
John Sturniolo 
Kevin Rushlow 

Secretary: Open 
Treasurer: Kevin Rushlow 
Asst. Treasurer: Rich Armando  
Board Emiratis: John Buchanan 
      Larry Nyborn 
 

Webmaster:  Dennis DiBiasio 
 Asst: John Griffin 
Managing Editor: John Buchanan     

  Facebook: Steve Vining 
  FB Admin: John Buchanan    

New Members: Lou Valentine  
Sgts. at Arms:  John Sturniolo 
Charity Coordinator: Rick White          
             Joe Renaud 
Food Pantry: John Griffin 
  Steve Fernald  
  Dennis DiBiasio 
  Mark Magno 
 

By-Laws: Wayne Lestan 
MAAC Rep: John Buchanan 
MAAC Alt.: Glenn Brayman 
 

Cruise Directors: Bob Hines                       
Asst. Director: Rich Armando 
 

Event Trailer: Lorna Rabbitt         
    Diane Thornton     
    Marie Armando         
    Jean Waite 
Sponsors: John Buchanan         

Fred Tierney 
Club Events: Rich Armando 
Photographers: Steve Vining  
 John Buchanan 

Contact us by snail mail:  

P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 

Or by email: HO350@comcast.net 

Our Major Cruise Sponsors 

Our Major Cruise Sponsors 

DIRECTORY Page 2 

BOARD & EDITOR MUSINGS Page 3 

WRIGHT’S FARM 
RESAUTRANT CRUISE  

Page 4-5 

THOMPSON FLEA MARKET & 

SWAP MEET 
Page 6 

 VETERANS DAY WEEKEND 
EVENTS 

Page 7 

SUPPORT OUR SPONSORS Page 8 

NOVEMBER GUEST SPEAKER 

CHRIS DONOVAN 
SULLIVAN TIRE  

Page 9 

DECEMBER & BEYOND  

CAR SHOWS & EVENTS 
Page 10 

http://www.masscruisers.com


  

 

Monthly Crusin Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 3 

    If you were not able to attend the November 19th meeting you missed a good one. It was our first pizza 

night of the winter season. Special thanks go out to Fred Tierney who ordered, picked up and delivered 

the pizzas for us. The best part was we didn’t have to tip the delivery guy. What a deal.  

   Chris Donovan did a fantastic job with his talk on tires. His informative presentation went very smoothly 

and lasted what I believed was around 30 to 45 minutes. All of this was done without looking at any 

notes and was presented off the cuff. He debunked the statement that tires have a “born on date”, that 

tire shine should not be used to enhance the look of the sidewalls, and that you should not use anti seize 

on the hubs or lug nuts which will encourage slippage as you do not want the studs to slip into a shear 

condition with the slight movement of the wheel itself. All of the questions asked by club members were 

answered knowledgably by Chris with in-depth explanations. 

    Thanks to John B for arranging Chris and our upcoming Decembers guest speaker. Glenn Kurkjian of 

Tool & Equipment Connection in North Attleboro who will talk about garage lifts, storage and work area 

solutions. Even if you’re not in the market for any of these items it will still be informative to see what is 

out there and what you might be missing, dreaming of or asking Santa for because you’ve been nice.  

     At the December meeting all 2025 budgets must be set so, if you are in charge of a committee, please 

present your budget for what you need to do your job efficiently, so it can be voted on and approved.  

     Once again I am asking if there is anyone who would like to be an officer of the club. If there is any 

slight interest that you may have please contact me to discuss your concerns before the meeting. It’s not 

as hard as one might think.  

     Enjoy the upcoming holiday season as I hope you can spend time with family and friends. 

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Musing 
By John Buchanan EDITORIAL  

 

As 2024 winds down we are left with lots of local Santa parades we can drive our collector cars in. My 

cousin Uncle Sam Rounseville, who can no longer walk his hometown Quincy, MA 2.7 mile long Christmas 

Parade, called and asked me to drive him in it now that I have a convertible, and it’s Emerald Green so it 

fits with the season. The Quincy parade has sixteen bands along with six-

teen floats and numerous specialty units including the Shriners Clowns 

and Fire Brigade, Wally and Tessie from the Boston Red Sox, the Cycling 

Murray family, the Duxbury Hobby Knoll Stables six horse hitch of Clydes-

dales, antique cars, a fire dancer and numerous costume characters who 

will also be in the line of march, so this parade should be fun.  

Because most towns and cities in the area also have Santa parades, 

some with Christmas Tree lighting ceremonies following Thanksgiving,  I 

don’t try to list them on our Page 12 Events page.  So, Google search the 

surrounding  towns to find a Santa Parade near you and join in the pa-

rade if you haven’t put you antique in winter storage or 

bring some kids to watch Santa come into town to cele-

brate this holiday season spirit of giving.  
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One benefit of the drought we’ve been experiencing these past two months is the great weather for late 
season CRUIZN and that included the annual “Gathering of Clubs” at Wright’s Farm Restaurant on Sun-
day November 3.  A dozen club member cars and trucks gathered at the Wrentham American Legion 
parking lot that Sunday after turning our clocks back one hour to get that extra hour of sleep we lost back 
in April and we got to enjoy a leisurely cruise over the back roads to Wright’s in Burrilville. R.I. where 29 
club members were seated at two tables in the expansive “Carriage Room” function hall. This is also 
where the back parking lot fills up with cars from area car clubs. Because we get a first seating time at 
11:30 AM for Wright’s famous family style all-you-can-eat chicken dinner, a non-stop precision service 
that would be the envy of any military 
mess hall, we are able to spend time 
following the meal to look over all the 
different clubs’ cars that arrivemfor 
their afternoon reserved seating 
times.  
Typically, at these gatherings Henry’s 
Model A’s far out number all other 
marques.              Continued on Page 5 

Wright’s Farm Restaurant Gathering of Clubs 

 by  John Buchanan 

Club members look forward to the posi-
tive reward each November of enjoying 
the final cruise to Wright’s Farm Restau-
rant in Burrilville. R.I. and their famous 
family style chicken dinner.  

Henry Ford built 4,858,644 Model A’s which could explain why 
they outnumber all other marques at this annual gathering. 
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Following the Wright’s Farm Restaurant all-you-can-eat chicken dinner and perusing all the cruise cars in 
the Carriage Room parking lot, we then ambled on down the Bronco Highway to Chepachet Village to 
browse one of the oldest Country Stores in America, Brown & Hopkins (1809), along with the several an-
tique shops lining this historic center on U.S. Route 44. And, while our club member shoppers shopped, 
club member Patriot Fans settled in at the historic Cyrus Cook Tavern (ca1800) to watch another heart-
breaking Patriot loss to the Titans. Oh well, the weather was perfect for CRUIZN and the beer was cold 
with the right amount of frothy head. It just doesn’t get  any better than that in November.  

Wright’s Farm Restaurant Gathering of Clubs 

CONTINUED FROM Page 4  

Chepachet  Village on U.S. Rte. 44 is a treasure trove of ear-

ly 1800’s buildings including the historic 1809 Brown & Hop-
kins Country Store and 1800 Cyrus Cook Tavern  

1800 Cyrus Cook Tavern  

1809 Brown & Hopkins 
Country Store  

Owen Lawton Mill 
ca 1814 
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When the weather is perfect for my annual November Saturday morning cruise to the Thompson Speed-
way Flea Market & Swap Meet, it’s also the perfect reason to drive the back roads through Rhode Island 
into Thompson, CT. This year’s swap was packed with tire kickers like me this year.  Vehicles for sale typi-
cally range from the usual race cars and project cars & trucks to a CAT 303 Excavator and ambulance 
this year. I brought my 3-wheel Lynx mobility scooter sporting a fresh new replacement battery that I used 
at Lake George this year to give it a flea market workout my body can no longer take walking all the rows. 

It allowed me the opportunity to collect 
and cart home a few light-weight flea 
market finds and the Lynx has now be-
come my swap-meet buddy.   

Thompson Speedway Flea Market & Swap Meet 

 by  John Buchanan 

Seen along Buck Hill Road  
in Burrilville, R.I.   

Is that delivered or do I need 
BIG wagon to bring it home? 
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November 11 is the annual holiday of remembrance that celebrates those veterans in our military that 
served in all U.S. Wars, past and present, and it also brings about a number of additional late season 
events that we can look forward to participate with our cars.  Two Veterans Day events that some club 
members attended were the  Saturday, November 9th Norfolk Aggie Car Show in Walpole and the Sunday 
November 10th  Berkley Amvets Veterans Day 54.6 mile scenic cruise through the Lakeville (Rte. 105) /
Rochester-Carver-Plympton (Rte. 58) cranberry farm back roads that well over 60 cars took part in. 
Steve Huntington’s 1964 Chevy pickup truck and Glen Coulter's 1955 Chevy were picked by the Veterans 
Car Show host, Norfolk Aggie Agricultural Mechanics Club, to receive custom made trophies.   

The more than 60 
cruise participants at 
the Berkley Amvets 
cruise donated al-
most $1,000 to sup-
port their Amvets 
charitable programs 
that benefit veterans 
and their families, a 
great way to end the 
weekend.  

Two Veterans Day Weekend Events 

 by  John Buchanan 

 Club member Brad Lucas kept his daughter Maggie 
busy taking pictures with her very own digital camera. 

 In addition to the 54.6 mile cruise route map 
posted online, Rick Hodgkins also provided turn 
-by-turn directions while Bristol Pony Club 
member “Mustang Mike” provided the 65 car 
owners with a Google maps link with waypoints. 

Cruise leaving (left) for the 54.6 
mile cruise from the Berkley 
Amvets lot while my ‘91 Mustang 
and Al Provost’s white ’89 GMC 
pickup truck following behind 
(above)was captured on video.  

RTE. 58 

RTE. 79 

RTE. 105 

Steve H. 
GMC won a 

custom 
student  
designed 

award 
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in Holliston, MA 

Guest Speaker Chris Donovan—Sullivan Tire 

 by  John Buchanan 

Our Fall and Winter monthly meeting guest speaker series kicked off on Tuesday November 19 with pizza 

and Chris Donovan, Tire Quality Administrator for Sullivan Tire.  We’ve all seen the cute Sullivan Tire ads 

that use children spokespeople on the Boston T.V. stations, but were perhaps unaware there is a hard core 

technical support side to Sullivan Tire that only area service stations, car and truck dealers know about, 

and Chris Donovan provides that support service. Meeting Chris at one of Boch Exotics monthly cars & cof-

fee events held on their lot next to the Xfinity Center in Mansfield, MA. resulted in asking him to be a guest 

speaker at one of our meetings If you missed this meeting, you missed an opportunity to become tire 

smart, not only for your antique or performance collectible car, but also for that daily driver or work truck 

that you rely on every day. Chris provided a couple of pass outs,  "Be Tire Smart" and “Puncture Tire Repair 

- Procedure & Replacing Less Than 4 Tires”. As an active member 

of the Tire Manufactures Assoc., he also recommends their 36 page 

"Tire Care & Safety" guide which can be accessed on the link Tire 

Care and Safety Guide.pdf on  their  www.USTires.org website.  

The advantage of being at the meeting though, was to hear Chris’s 

vast knowledge of tire manufacturing and industry practices as well 

as his responses to the many questions club members asked, rang-

ing from red & yellow dot tire balancing tips to how custom batch 

compounds are made for race rated tires. Thank you Chris for a 

very informative and helpful presentation.  

https://www.ustires.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/Tire%20Care%20and%20Safety%20Guide.pdf
https://www.ustires.org/sites/default/files/2024-08/Tire%20Care%20and%20Safety%20Guide.pdf
http://www.ustires.org/


CAR SHOWS, SWAP MEETS & EVENTS 
By John Buchanan  


