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2024 Monthly Business meetings are usually held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the third 
Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM. Visitors, guests and those interested in joining the Mass Cruisers Auto 
Club are welcome to attend one of these monthly meetings at 6:30 PM before club business is conducted.   

www.masscruisers.com 

2024 Board Members 
   

Rich Armando (CHAIR) 
Bob Hines 

Steve Huntington  
John Griffin 

Diane Thornton   
John Sturniolo 
Kevin Rushlow 

Secretary: Open 
Treasurer: Kevin Rushlow 
Asst. Treasurer: Rich Armando  
Board Emiratis: John Buchanan 
      Larry Nyborn 
 

Webmaster:  Dennis DiBiasio 
 Asst: John Griffin 
Managing Editor: John Buchanan     

  Facebook: Steve Vining 
  FB Admin: John Buchanan 
  FB Admin: Sean  Sullivan 
 

New Members: Lou Valentine  
Sgts. at Arms:  John Sturniolo 
Charity Coordinator: Rick White          
             Joe Renaud 
Food Pantry: John Griffin 
  Steve Fernald  
  Dennis DiBiasio 
  Mark Magno 
 

By-Laws: Wayne Lestan 
MAAC Rep: John Buchanan 
MAAC Alt.: Glenn Brayman 
 

Cruise Director: Bob Hines 
Asst. Director: Rich Armando 
Cruise Trailer: Lorna Rabbitt         
    Diane Thornton     
    Marie Armando         
    Jean Waite 
Sponsors: John Buchanan         

Fred Tierney 
Club Events: Rich Armando 
Photographers: Steve Vining  
   Sean Sullivan    

Contact us by snail mail:  

P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 

Or by email: HO350@comcast.net 
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             It’s been what seemed like an eternity between our last cruise night and our August 29th cruise 
night. With the large gap between them the club never missed a beat. Everyone working the cruise re-
membered what had to be done for the setup and breakdown. Thanks to everyone who turned out to 
help. For those who attended the 29th cruise night hopefully you noticed that the trailer awning has been 
repaired. Our Cruise Director Bob Hines was looking into pricing a new awning which would include instal-
lation to make it easier for the members. After Bob finally got a price, it turned out to be a very expensive 
proposition. Not wanting to spend a lot of the clubs money Bob also looked into what actually would be 
involved with fixing the existing awning. John Ricker told Bob he would help with any repair if he decided 
to venture into fixing it. Well a plan was drawn up and the awning is now fixed to almost as-good-as-new 
condition for only the cost of some donated hardware Bob had lying around and labor. So, the next time 
you see either one of them, remember to thank them for getting the awning operational and saving the 
club some money to boot. Thanks guys. 
       There are a lot of different shows and cruise nights you can attend till the end of the season. At the 
August meeting Steve Huntington and John Buchanan mentioned quite a few different ones. Steve and 
John will be attending some of them. If you want to join up and cruise together contact them to make ar-
rangements to meet up. It’s always better to cruise as a group. Johnny, a.k.a. Sweet Pea, planned and led 
a cruise to the Beef Barn on Tuesday August 27th. There was a nice turnout representing the Mass Cruis-
ers. We had a nice leisurely cruise along back roads from Franklin which lead into North Smithfield RI and 
eventually arriving at the Beef Barn. It was a very nice way to spend a late August sunny afternoon for 
those who are retired or could get out of work early. In the back of the newsletter each month John com-
piles an extensive list of events we can to do. Why don’t you pick one out that interests you and put 
something together with your fellow club members while there still is time before the end of the season. 
     On Saturday August 10, all the members who worked the Seekonk show in May were invited to a 
thank you night by Seekonk Speedway.  Representatives from the three vocational/technical high 
schools that participated in the small engine build-off in March were also invited by Seekonk Speedway 
as part of their participation awards in our World On Wheels engine build-off competition. We were treat-
ed to a special parking area inside the pits. Before the races started we made several laps before stop-
ping on the track for the playing of the National Anthem. We were then led off the track to a reserved 
parking area in front of the spectator’s entrance. We were able to enjoy the races while sitting under the 
pavilion and dinning on the food supplied by Seekonk. For a change the weather was near perfect for the 
race as in the past we had many cancellations due to rain. Ed is always a gracious host and always treats 
us to an exciting night out.  

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Musing 
By John Buchanan EDITORIAL  

 

This August was the first time in memory where we were almost skunked from holding a cruise. As it was, 
we experienced a seven week stretch with no Bass Pro Shops cruises at Patriot Place due to a weather can-
cellation, a Patriot’s pre-season Thursday game conflict which we normally expect to happen at least once 
each season and then an unplanned postponing a week due to two blockbuster concerts squeezing Patri-
ots Place resource availability during the one day in between when our cruise would have been held. I’m 
sure there were a number of confused car owners that do not have access to, or consult social media, spe-
cifically Facebook, to keep informed for late breaking cruise cancellations and rescheduling's.  
 

This situation brought to mind how the Red Sox solved that 
problem in the 1950’s by using the  beacon lights atop the 
old Hancock Building in Downtown Boston: “Steady Blue, 
Clear View. Flashing Blue, Clouds Due. Steady Red, Rain 
Ahead. Flashing Red, Snow Instead”. However a flashing 
red light during baseball season meant the Red Sox game 
has been cancelled due to weather. Anyone not within sight 
of the Hancock weather beacon light would listen to one of 
the Boston radio station’s weather report which always in-
cluded a report of the old Hancock Building beacon lights 
when the Sox were playing at Fenway.  
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Each year in exchange for helping the Seekonk Speedway with their opening race season weekend Show 
& Go Car Show each May, participating club members are invited to attend a night of racing as V.I.P 
guests along with the opportunity to drive our show cars onto the race track and participate in the even-
ing opening ceremonies. Saturday August 10 was our night to attend races that included Everet’s Auto 
Parts NASCAR Triple Crown Series race finale for Pro Stocks, Late Models, Sportsman and Sport Trucks. 
Additionally, it was pre-racing open-pit nite for spectators where we also parked our show cars and joining 
the night’s race spectators to see all the race cars in the track pit area and get to talk with the team 
crews and drivers. We then were able to drive our cars onto the track and parade around for a few laps 
before pulling up to the finish line area for the start of the evening race opening ceremonies.  

CONTINUED ON Page 5 

Mass Cruisers Night at Seekonk Speedway 

 by  John Buchanan 

It was open pit area 

night where club 
members were also 
able to park and 

display our classic 
cars and trucks be-
fore being led onto 

the track for open-
ing ceremonies. 

Open pit area night allows spectators the oppor-

tunity to walk through and visit all the race car 
teams, see their favorite race cars up close and 

talk with the owners, drivers and mechanics. 
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Following the opening ceremonies, we were led off the track to park our cars in a reserved parking area 
out front and then headed back inside the track to the V.I.P. seating area at the turn 1 & 2 south end of 
the track where there is a complimentary buffet set up consisting of burgers, hot dogs, chicken poppers, 
potato & pasta salads and drinks just before the start of the preliminary qualifying races.  
Seekonk has long been billed as the “Action Track of the East” and it lives up to its name particularly 
when there is heavy competition to be the winner in the Triple Crown Racing series finale.  

Mass Cruisers Night at Seekonk Speedway 

CONTINUED FROM Page 4  

A highlight of the night at the track is when 

club members cars are led onto the Seekonk 
Speedway quarter mile oval to take a few laps 
before lining up at the start-finish line area for 

the evening’s race opening ceremonies  

Sitting in the V.I.P. area of 

turns 1 and 2 members 
are treated to a buffet 
while enjoying the races as 

my two great grand kids, 
shown here, are doing.   



  

 

Monthly Crusin Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 6 

There was anywhere from 35 to 40 Factory Five Forum members participating in their annual Bass Pro 
Shops cruise to Patriot Place, driving an amazing array of different owner-built Factory Five kit cars. Dave 
Smith’s daughter Nicole was charged with having their staff select a favorite Forum Member build project 
to receive a Vintage Motorsports Cruise Award Plaque. David Clément's 1933 Hot Rod ”Speedstar” Coupe 
in Sunset Orange Pearl paint was selected. This 5.7 Liter HEMI powered coupe is backed with a Tremec 5 
speed tranny and 8.8 Mustang rear end, rolls on American Racing Wheels with 305/35/20 General GMax 
Ultra High-Performance All-Season tires driving from the rear and 255-40-18 up front.  
Factory Five purchased Rat’s Glass Ridler Award winning design “Speedstar” molds & tooling back in 
2018 with the intent to fit it to their own high performance 
chassis design used for the 1935 Hot Rod Truck. It was dé-
buted as the 2nd Generation of their successful 1933 line of 
hot rods introduced at SEMA in 2015. I asked David, who 
completed the 21-month build project in June this year, why 

he specifi-
cally wanted 
to build this 
F5R model, 
and he com-
mented it 
provided the 
legroom and 
comfortable 
seating for 
his 6 ft. 
frame.  
 

 

August 29 Cruise Winner 1933 F5R “Speedstar” Coupe 
 by  John Buchanan 
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John Hurley organizes the annual gathering of the Tri Five Chevy owners at our Bass Pro Shops Cruise 
and, in an attempt to remove himself from any judging bias, he selected Bob Reid from the group of Tri 
Five Chevy owners to take on that task to select the August 29 Cruise winner for the Vintage Motorsports 
Cruise Award Plaque. It backfired. Bob picked John’s perfectly restored to original 1957 BelAir that was 
finished in Coral Canyon paint with the ever popular for the times two tone combination whit top. John has 
owned his ’57 that was restored in the 1980’s for only four years, but his caretaking over that time contin-
ues to be remarkable because it looks like it just came off the showroom floor. Congratulations John. The 

award is well deserved but you’ll have to consider a differ-
ent non-bias judging strategy the next time around, howev-
er, the good news is that, at our Bass Pro Shops cruise, 
your car would be excluded from a repeat selection for an-
other two years.        

August 29 Cruise Winner 1957 Chevrolet BelAir  

by  John Buchanan 

John Hurley, who organizes the annual Tri Five 

Chevy display at our Bass Pro Shops cruise, is also 
organizing a display for Women Classic Car Own-

ers for our upcoming September 19 cruise.  
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It isn’t always the recently restored or museum quality show car that gets selected to be one of the Vin-
tage Motorsports Cruise Award Plaques winners at our Bass Pro Shops cruise. A great example is this 
1971 Land Rover Series II 109 4 x 4 sporting a Safari Soft Top that would look more at home on the 
Serengeti than New England highways. 
Owner Liam Farrell from Medfield has owned this original condition Rover, except for some new seats, 
since aged 15 and he regularly makes trips to Nantucket & the Vineyard every year having put over 2,000 
miles on her so far this summer. The interior rear seating classifies this as a 10 passenger 3 door vehicle 
with the addition of the rear entrance. It is powered by a venerable 2286 cc 4-cyl. diesel back with a 4-
spd manual tranny & Hi-Lo range shifter is no world beater on the interstate but nimble enough for fun on 
the Cape’s dunes.  And for this dare–to-be-different cruise car attendee, Liam’s flowered summer shirt 

and sunglasses also sets the vibe. 

August 29 Cruise Winner 1971 Land Rover II 109  

by  John Buchanan 

No mistaking the vanity plate NANTCK meaning 

with all those Nantucket bumper beach passes. 
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 Paul DiFilippo’s 14-year build project on his stunning PPG Black 1934 Ford five-window coupe started 
with an old steel body, rotted in many areas, missing the firewall and filled with plenty of evidence its for-
mer final life was being used for target practice. Typically, true hot rodders visualize its final future look, 
rather than just how they’re going to patch it back together. His vision came from a Dave Bell illustration 
thanks to a previous radical 6-inch top chop to the old body. The floor, sub-rails and trunk had to be refab-
ricated along with adding a custom modified factory firewall. A custom ’34 style grill and rear roll pan were 
added that allows you peek underneath to see it’s as finished there as it is topside. The white Cadillac 
leather interior and taupe carpeting is complemented with the moldings and dash being finished with a 
bird’s eye maple hydrostatic dip. The ’34 is motivated with a Big Al’s Toy Box Littlefield supercharged 
355ci small block V8 that dyno’s out at 560-580 hp via a Richmond five-speed tranny & 3:55 Ford 9 in. 
rear. I noticed Paul had parked the ‘34 straddling two parking spaces to protect it from potential harm 
while at the cruise. But with the number of families that attend our cruise that extra room only invites 
more attention, particularly for curious kids to do what kids do, and some very anxious moments for Paul 
while watching over his Vintage Motorsports Cruise Award winning ride. As a former 1934 Chopped 5 Win-

dow coupe owner, thanks for letting me see what could 
have been achieved with the right vision and resources. 

August 29 Cruise Winner 1934 Ford 5-Window Coupe 

by  John Buchanan 
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As we approach the transition from Summer to Autumn, I wanted to give everyone an update on the food 
pantry donations effort this year.  To say that it’s been a challenging year would be an understate-
ment.  Our season ‘started’ on April 18 and to date we have had exactly 4 cruise nights…. Sigh.   We can 
only hope that the weather and stadium event schedules are more cooperative in September and Octo-
ber.  
Even with the limited opportunities, we managed to collect $11,000 so far for the food pantries in addi-
tion to some much-needed food supplies. In summary; in August of 2023 we delivered to the five partici-
pating food pantries checks amounting to $2,100. This year’s checks in August 2024 were for $2,200 to 
each of the five participating food pantries. We also had set a goal to hopefully exceed the $23,000 in 
cash donations and 9 tons of non-perishable food in 2023 with an aggressive goal of $40,000.  
Thank you all for your generosity! I hope to see you at our upcoming cruises!  Drive safely… 

 
 
 

Mid-Season Food Pantry Report 

 by John Griffin 
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CRUIZN AROUND IN AUGUST 

 by John Buchanan 

What to do when our Bass Pro Cruises get preempted by a Thursday Patriot August 8 pre-season game 
and a sandwiched August 22 Thursday between the P!nk Wednesday August 22 “Summer Carnival Tour” 
and Friday through Sunday August  23-25 Kenny Chesney/Zak Brown “Sun Goes Down” Tour? 
Club members that used to close down each Thursday cruise with a gathering at the long-time sponsor 
Red Wing Diner so Larry Nyborn suggested club members cruise over to the previous owner’s new venture 
at the King Street Café in Franklin to test out their Red Wing Diner menu. Of course it rained. 
Johnny Sturniolo also organized a Tuesday afternoon cruise for members to meet at his Franklin home and 
travel over the back roads to the Tuesday Beef Barn Cruise in North Smithfield, R.I. 
And finally Patriot Place asked for a half dozen club cars to be displayed at their August 30 Friday after-
noon Touch-A-Truck event at the Gillette Stadium north plaza area where the Pro Shop, Hall of Fame Mu-
seum and Lighthouse are located, so the month with only our rescheduled August 29 Bass Pro Cruise be-

came very active for members that were able to take advantage 
of these fun activities. 

in Holliston, MA 



Support Our Advertisers  





CAR SHOWS, SWAP MEETS & EVENTS 
By John Buchanan  


