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2023 Monthly Business meetings are usually held in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room on the 
third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM. There are no COVID restrictions and visitors, guests and those 
interested in joining the Mass Cruisers Auto Club are welcome to attend one of these monthly meetings.   

www.masscruisers.com 

2023 Board Members 
 

Rich Armando   
Larry Nyborn   

Steve Huntington  
John Griffin 

Diane Thornton   
John Sturniolo 
Kevin Rushlow 

 

Secretary: Open 
 

Treasurer: Kevin Rushlow 
Asst. Treasurer: Rich Armando  

Special Assignments 
 

Webmaster: William Ellis  
 Asst: John Buchanan 

Managing Editor: John Buchanan 
 News Editor: Open 

Digital Graphics Editor: Open 

Facebook:    Steve Vining 
  FB Admin: John Buchanan 
  FB Admin: Sean  Sullivan 
 

New Members: Lou Valentine  

Sgts. at Arms:  John Sturniolo 

Charity Coordinator: Rick White 

Food Pantry: John Griffin 
  Steve Fernald  
  Bob Okerholm 
  Mark Magno 
 
By-Laws: Wayne Lestan 

MAAC Rep: John Buchanan 
MAAC Alt.: Glenn Brayman 
 

Cruise Director: Bob Hines 
Asst. Director: Rich Armando  

Sponsors: John Buchanan         
Fred Tierney 

Club Events: Rich Armando 

Photographers: Steve Vining  
    Sean Sullivan       

Contact us by snail mail:  

P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 

Or by email: HO350@comcast.net 
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Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Musing 
By John Buchanan EDITORIAL  

 
Stay safe, enjoy a bright New Year, after all 2023 is the Chinese year of the RABBIT, which might 
help explain why there seemed to more rabbits hopping around our yards this year than in the past. 

As the end of the year is upon us I got to thinking 2022 was a pretty good year for the Mass Cruisers. 

There were some great cruises to points of interest during the cruise season, we had several excellent 

guest speakers at a few of our monthly meetings, a lot of our members went away for a weekend cruise 

to their favorite out of state shows, and our cruise night was once again a huge success. It’s comforting 

knowing how much good this club has done. You knocked it out of the park with the cash and food dona-

tions to the 5 area food panties along with the workforce program grants that were handed out to 4 area 

regional vocational/technical high school graduating seniors. Of course, it all wouldn’t be possible if it 

wasn’t for the dedication and hard work by the members who worked the cruise nights. I’m sure if the 

weather this year cooperates with us we should be able to improve on the charitable efforts that were 

achieved this past year. 

         I don’t expect to see any major changes in the club for the coming year. Since we only had one per-

son, John Griffon, step forward to volunteer for a position on the Board of Directors, I would like to wel-

come John to the board. As you all know John has been very active in the Mass Cruisers as well as with 

the Wheels of Times and we all look forward to his input.  As it was stated at the December meeting, 

since we were looking for someone to take over the secretarial position for the club and no one volun-

teered for this position we will proceed without one, so there will no longer be an extensive secretary re-

port, but all major decisions and votes will be duly recorded for the record. Once again Bob Hines and I 

will be cruise night directors. Fred Tierney is finalizing plans for our anniversary party. He will release 

more information as it develops. 

         Since this is the time for New Year’s resolutions how about making a few, whether you usually make 

them or not. One would be about coming up with some ideas for guest speakers or a place to cruise to 

during cruise season. You can always try to be more active with your club this year and if you don’t regu-

larly attend our cruise nights to help run it perhaps you can pencil a few nights into your busy schedule. 

The starting date for this season’s cruise night was voted to be April 20th, which is two weeks later than 

normal in an effort to limit the number of nights that we have to spend out in the cold windy parking lot of 

Bass Pro/Patriots Place. You can start off becoming more active by attending the annual club business 

meeting in January. I’m sure John Buchanan will have more information about this later in the newsletter.  

       I hope you all have a happy, healthy and prosperous New Year. 
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2033 Taunton Christmas Parade 
By Bob Walton 

Late November and early December is the absolutely last time I can enjoy taking my classic 1968 Cadil-
lac DeVille convertible to an event before the inevitable snow and salt covered road season shuts us all  
down until the early 2023 spring rains clear any residual road salt and sand making it possible to get 
back out onto the roads again. Having driven the 2021 Taunton Christmas Parade Grand Marshall in my 
Caddy for last year’s parade, I was asked to drive again in this year’s parade to chauffer the 2022 Taun-
ton Christmas Parade Grand Marshall, Taunton business owner and philanthropist Helen Cardosol and 
her family, Fellow Mass Cruiser member John Buchanan, who also drove his 1961 Impala “bubbletop” in 
last year’s parade, brought along his great granddaughter Ellie this year to handle tossing out candy to 
the kids and waving to the hundreds of spectators that that line the 2-mile parade route while he concen-
trated on safe driving. Despite a very cold early Decem-
ber morning, the parade’s noontime start allowed for a 
reasonably sunny warmup and a comfortable drive with 
the top down. The 42nd Annual Taunton Christmas Parade : 

Pictures shown here were copied from various social me-

dia postings that several 2022 parade spectators had taken. 

Taunton/Gazette photo 

The Grinch must have 

traded in his dog Max for a 

3-wheel Can Am Spyder 

What an elegant carriage for Santa 

and Mrs. Claus to ride into Taunton  

Grand Marshal Helen Cardosol’s family riding in my 1968 Cadillac 

John’s great granddaughter Ellie waving to everyone. 

https://archive.org/details/tcamtvmav-The_42nd_Annual_Taunton_Christmas_Parade
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49th Annual Daytona Turkey Run 2022 
By Fred Tierney 

My brother in-law, his brother and I made our annual November 25 Friday-after-Thanksgiving trip over to 
this year’s 49th Annual Daytona Turkey Run at the Daytona International Speedway in Daytona Beach, FL. 
To recap for those who have never been there, and who consider putting this event on your bucket list, 
this year’s four-day Thursday through Sunday fall run enjoyed over 155,000 paid attendees ($20/day 
NOTE: we couldn’t cover the 5,000 car show $70/ 3 day entry, 2,000 SOLD OUT Car Corral and 1,500 
swap & flea market vendors in one day and should have planned for 2 days. Walking into the show 
through the main entrance to the track was overwhelming with what to cover and walking the 180 acre 
infield where the show is held; should have rented a golf cart to save my legs and waning energy level.  If 
you survive the 8 AM—4 PM day at the track, you can grab something to eat and relax a bit before hitting 
the Turkey Run Nights, cruise night across from the track at the One Daytona Shopping Mall property.  
It is well worth the planning a trip to Florida over a Thanksgiving weekend for the 50th Annual Turkey Run 
in 2023 but be sure to make reservations early.  I plan to attend next year’s 50th. Hope to see you there. If 
you can’t make it for the 50th Fall Turkey Run there is the 33rd Annual Spring Turkey Run to be held on 
March 24-26, 2023. Here’s a few of my favorite car pics taken at this year’s show. 

Each day of the Turkey Run, the Pro Street Brother-
hood members would gather at the Volusia Mall across 
from the Daytona Speedway and parade together into 
Turkey Run show field. What a treat it is to see and 
hear more than 80 of these fat-tired blown-engine 
street-legal drag cars parading into the show every day. 
(7) Facebook  morning lineup at Volusia 
(1) Facebook parade* into the Turkey Run 
NOTE: *Rick Finamore’s newly rebuilt yellow 1965 
Mustang can be seen at 2:19 minutes. 

View of the Daytona Speedway 180 acre infield show area taken from the grandstand start/finish line roof top 

https://www.facebook.com/alain.jean.129/videos/2153991721456435/?idorvanity=604358314426438
https://www.facebook.com/turkeyrun/videos/1216848798940224
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Unlike 2021 where our Bass Pro Shops cruises were delayed by the COVID restrictions until June, we 
looked with promise to our April 7 season opening date in 2022 only to experience early spring bad 
weather.  And, despite the summer long drought our area was experiencing, we were dealt with three 
weather related cancellations by August which wiped out one of our July cruises along with the Elton 
John concert conflict at Gillette Stadium. Then there was one inevitable Patriot’s pre-season Thursday 
game. Despite the 5 cancelled cruises we still hosted 10 great cruises at Patriot Place in Foxborough. 
Weather favored our hosting the Seekonk Speedway’s Show & Go opening race weekend in April and 
their VIP invitation to the club for their Saturday Night Showdown of racing in September. 
In addition to the regular annual car shows, flea markets, weekend events, local parades and other 
events our club members enjoy, there were several member suggested events included in our 2022 
schedule; the January Cabin Fever Meetup at the Newport Car Museum, the June invitation to the 
New England Heli Crew fly-in & Orphan Car’s Garage “Vintage Cars” presentation, New England Air 
Museum Astronaut Event with Astronaut Tom Jones in August and in October the Whitehall Auto 
Sales Restoration shop tour. Lets keep these one-time member suggested events coming in 2023.  

  Continued on Page 7 

2022 Memory Lane 
By  John Buchanan 

January 8 16th Annual Mid-Winter Hot Rod & Drag Racing Nostalgia Fest at the Hudson Elks Lodge 

January 18 Mass Cruisers 32nd  Annual Business Meeting & Buffet in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room 

January 21-23 42nd Auto Parts Swap & Sell at the Big E in West Springfield 

January 23 Cabin Fever Breakout Meetup at the Newport Car Museum in 

February 15 New England Model Engine Show at the Charles River Museum in Waltham 

February 22 5th Annual Gathering of Clubs at the Sturbridge Host Hotel 

March 6 MARCOM Model A Club Annual Flea Market at the Holmes Barn in Norfolk 

April 23 Mass Cruisers 31st Annual Banquet at the Olde Colonial Café & Norwood Theater 

April 24 Ford V8 Club 50th Annual Flea Market & Car Show at the Fitchburg Airport 

April 30 Annual Show & Go Car Show at the Seekonk Speedway 

June 4 Invitation Cruise to the New England Heli Crew fly-in weekend; Mansfield, MA 

June 21 (Tues) Orphan Cars Garage “Vintage Cars” Presentation at the Sharon, MA  Senior Center 

June 26 20th Annual Medfield on the Charles Car Show 

July 10 BSAAC 50th Annual Car Show & Flea Market at the Endicott Estate in Dedham, MA 

July 21 (Thurs) 50’s Night Tribute Cruise in downtown New Bedford 

August 7 2nd Annual Mass Car Club’s Car Show at LaSalette Shrine Attleboro, MA 

August 20 New England Air Museum Astronaut Event with Tom Jones; Windsor Locks, CT 

August 21 B & D Auto Show at the Crescent Ridge Dairy in Sharon, MA 

September 3 Hot Rods on the Hill Car Show; Diamond Hill Park, Cumberland, R.I. 

September 4 Spindles Car Club Car Show & Swap Meet at the Marshfield Fairgrounds 

September 5 BCSRA Labor Day Layback Car Show; Attleboro, MA 

Sept. 8-11 Lake George Adirondack Nationals Car Show cruise weekend 

September 10 Saturday Night Showdown at the Seekonk Speedway 

Sept.16-17 Old Orchard Beach Car Show cruise weekend 

September 17 Red Devils Throw Down Car Show at the Wrentham American Legion 

Sept.23-25 NSRA N.E. Street Rod Nationals, Burlington, VT 

October 2 Audrain Concours in Newport, R.I. 

October 20 Whitehall Auto Sales & Restoration Shop Tour in Hopkinton, MA 

November 5 Don Hoenig’s Giant Auto Flea Market at Thompson, CT Speedway 

November 6 Monthly Meeting Guest Speaker Barrett-Jackson Consignment Specialist – Michael Tramontano 

November 15 Annual “Gathering of the Clubs” cruise to Wright’s Farm Restaurant and Chepachet Village, R.I. 
  Ongoing Monthly Activities: 

3rd Tues Monthly General Meetings in the Bass Pro Shops Conservation Room 

Bass Pro Cruises 10 out of 15 Cruise Dates: 4/21; 5/05; 6/02; 6/30; 8/04; 8/25; 9/08; 1/06; 10/20 



  

 

Monthly Crusin Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 7 

2022 Memory Lane CNTINUED FROM Page 6 
By  John Buchanan 

 

Thursday July 21 New Bedford 50’s Night Tribute Cruise 

November 5 Don Hoenig’s Giant Flea Market at Thompson Speedway 

February 22 Gathering of the clubs 

June 30 Bass Pro Shops Cruise  

Jurassic World Dominion  
Promotion Convoy Visits 

November 15 Gathering of the Clubs at Wright’s Farm Restaurant 

June 4 Heli Crew  Fly-In  Cruise 

October 20 Whitehall Auto Restoration Tour 

April 24 Fitchburg Flea Market 

Jan. 18 2022 Cruiser of the Year 

Award Winner John Ricker 

August 20 New England Air Museum 
Astronaut Tom Jones November 6 Guest  

Speaker  Mike Tramontano 
Barrett-Jackson 

September 18 Old Orchard Beach Car Show 

April 30 Seekonk Speedway Show & Go 

September 3  
Hot Rods on the Hill 

Car Show 

April 23 Annual Banquet in Norwood 
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Support Our Advertisers  
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I’ve always felt safer and more relaxed driving the back roads whether it be a cross-country road trip or to 

the nearest mall or auto parts store. Some might feel our own state of Massachusetts might be on the 

NHTSA’s nasty list of dangerous roads, however a “DATABANK USA” graphic published in the November 

2022 AARP BULLETIN illustrated the most dangerous roads based on traffic deaths showed, we are not.  

Although there was a significant rise in auto crash deaths in 2021 to a 16 year high of almost 43,000, 

the good news was that Massachusetts enjoyed the lowest number of U.S. traffic deaths per 100,000 

people at 5 in 2020 while Mississippi being the highest at 25.3. 

America’s Dangerous Roads 
By  John Buchanan 

  

Despite Massachusetts enjoying the lowest number of traffic deaths compared to the rest of the country, 
lane departure crashes are one of the primary fatal crash types in Massachusetts. The Commonwealth 
exceeds the national average for the proportion of fatal lane departure crashes and was designated a lead 
state in lane departure crashes by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 
(AASHTO). Within our state there are locally well known roads experiencing more accidents than others. 
There are a number of top 5 lists from accident specialty law firms showing the most accident prone roads 
and intersections that are familiar to many of us that regularly travel on our state’s highways:  
• The I-95/Route 128 split 
• I-90 The Massachusetts Turnpike interchange with I-495 

• I-93 from Canton passing through downtown Boston   
• Rte. 24 
• Storrow Drive 
So, continue to drive safely and stay alert when driving those known accident prone roads. 
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January/February and Beyond Events 

2023 Mass Cruisers Board of Directors 
Kevin Rushlow  John Sturniolo   Rich Armando      John Griffin  Diane Thornton Larry Nyborn Steve Huntington 
  (Treasurer)     (Sgt. at Arms)  (Asst Cruise Dir)  (Food Pantry) 


