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2023 Monthly Business meetings are usually held in the Bass Pro Shops 
Conservation Room on the third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 PM. There are no COVID restrictions and visi-
tors, guests and those interested in joining the Mass Cruisers Auto Club are welcome to attend one of these 

www.masscruisers.com 

2023 Board Members 
 

Rich Armando (CHAIR) 
Larry Nyborn   

Steve Huntington  
John Griffin 

Diane Thornton   
John Sturniolo 
Kevin Rushlow 

 

Secretary: Open 
 

Treasurer: Kevin Rushlow 
Asst. Treasurer: Rich Armando  

Special Assignments 
 

Webmasters: Dennis DeBiasio 
            John Griffin 

Managing Editor: John Buchanan 
 News Editor: Open 

Digital Graphics Editor: Open 

Facebook:    Steve Vining 
  FB Admin: John Buchanan 
  FB Admin: Sean  Sullivan 
 

New Members: Lou Valentine  

Sgts. at Arms:  John Sturniolo 

Charity Coordinator: Rick White 

Food Pantry: John Griffin 
  Steve Fernald  
  Bob Okerholm 
  Mark Magno 
 
By-Laws: Wayne Lestan 

MAAC Rep: John Buchanan 
MAAC Alt.: Glenn Brayman 
 

Cruise Director: Bob Hines 
Asst. Director: Rich Armando  

Sponsors: John Buchanan         
Fred Tierney 

Club Events: Rich Armando 

Photographers: Steve Vining  
    Sean Sullivan       

Contact us by snail mail:  

P.O. Box 217, Wrentham, MA 02093 

Or by email: HO350@comcast.net 
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As the last days of February will be gone by the time you read this, that means we will only have 51 days 
+/- till our first cruise night of the 2023 season. Hopefully the spring will be as mild as the winter has 
been. It would be great to start off on a high note and continue right where we left off at the end of the 
2022 cruise season. With Patriots Place and Gillette Stadium booking as many events as they can, there 
is a possibility of some of our cruise nights being cancelled due to a last minute booking. This is why eve-
ry night is important if the club wants to stay on track for what was raised last season for the local food 
pantries and also our work force grants awarded to local regional technical school graduates enrolled in 
either auto repair or auto body programs. 
      Once again John Buchanan and Fred Tierney did their usual great job of signing up all of our sponsors 
for this year. From what I understand there was almost a 100% renewal from last year’s list and there 
where a few new ones added. They both make it look effortless but we all know there is a lot of work they 
put into making it such a success.  
        Thanks to Dennis DiBiasio and John Griffin for stepping up and volunteering to manage the clubs 
new web site. We now finally have our own standalone web site that was set up by a friend of mine and 
my own personal IT guy, Louis. After a few months of working on it he now has it to where Dennis and 
John can take it over and put their own personal touches on it. One thing I would like to see is somewhat 
of a tech fly out that may have different tech ideas that would be of interest to other car collectors that 
visits our web site. If you have something you would like to see on the site let Dennis or John know about 
it to see if it can be done. If you have not yet seen it please go to masscruisers.com and check it out.  
       I hope the members who are attending our monthly meetings are enjoying them as we are trying to 
do something special every month. So far we have had our yearly catered business meeting in January 
and a guest speaker at several of the meetings. I hope you found them interesting. In February Andrew 
and Gary Sousa, owners of the Detail Garage in Swansea Ma., talked about keeping your car clean and 
shiny. The club was invited to their shop in March to actually see some of what they talked about in ac-
tion. John B is working on another speaker for the March meeting. Stay tuned for more information. In the 
past we normally forgo a guest speaker during the cruise season but if you have any ideas for a speaker 
at a future meeting let us know so we can schedule it for the fall/winter of 2023/2024. 

Board Musings 
By Rich Armando 

Editor’s Musing 
By John Buchanan EDITORIAL  

 
At the February Mass Assoc. of Auto Clubs Board meeting we learned the good news from M.A.A.C.’s Lob-
byist, Jack Bartley, that Governor Charlie Baker signed HB4722 into law in the 11th hour of his final ten-
ure. HB4722, an Act relative to the sale of old metals and vehicle catalytic converters was sponsored by 
Representative Steven Howitt (R ) 4th Bristol (Norton/Rehoboth/Seekonk/Swansea) . Those of us familiar 
with how difficult it is moving a bill through the Massachusetts two-year General Court session when fac-
ing competition from more than 8,000 other bills recognize the importance of having an experienced lob-
byist assisting in ushering a bill to the finish line. In the last few weeks of the 192nd General Court, Jack 
Bartley formed a coalition with law enforcement, auto dealers, auto manufacturers and insurance compa-
nies to support passage of HB4722. This bill requires every person licensed to purchase, sell, barter or 
deal in old metals to record all transactions. The record will include the transaction date, name, address, 
telephone number and signature of the person transacting the sale or receipt; a photo of the person or 
their photo I.D.; the license plate & vehicle V.I.N. used to transport when applicable; description, photo of 
the old metals; copy of any legal ownership documents and the price paid or received. Records must be 
retained for 2 years from the transaction date for old metals and 3 years for catalytic converters. It also 
includes violation penalties including fines, imprisonment and community service.  
Although there have been waves of thefts that included copper pipe, electric wiring and bronze statuary 
over the years when those scrap metal prices rose, the surge in thefts of vulnerable high value catalytic 
converters from parked vehicles and the ease of converting those thefts to cash payouts without any rec-
ords became epidemic in recent years. Our thanks goes to Rep. Steven Howitt for persisting in getting a 
legislative solution in place with HB4722 and to Jack Bartley for facilitating the forces necessary to help 
move Rep. Howitt’s bill along to the Governor for his signature. Hopefully surrounding states will follow. 

http://www.masscruisers.com
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7th Annual 2023 Gathering of the Clubs 
By John Buchanan  

It’s February in New England and that Gobbler’s Knob, Pennsylvania Groundhog named Phil saw his shad-
ow resulting in his Punxsutawney keepers proclaiming 6 more weeks of winter. Not impressed with Phil’s 
prognosticating record in recent years, Massachusetts started using our own groundhog named Ms. G and 
she didn’t see her shadow at the Drumlin Farm in nearby Lincoln, and that bode well weather-wise for the 
7th Annual Gathering of Clubs. Hosted this year by the local Roadmen Car Club at a new venue, the 
Westford Regency Inn. Clubs, like last year’s hosts, the Goonz Car Club Ireland, and the Torquer’s Montreal 
Car Club members that attend each year and a new one, Devils on Wheels from Ottawa Canada were able 
to benefit from a continuing string of mild weather days at this year’s Gathering. 
There were 250 members representing 21 clubs at this year’s gathering. Our own half dozen Mass Cruisers 
were represented by Mike & Lorna Rabbitt, Dave & Diane Thornton, myself and William Ellis who, also as 
President of the Mass. Assoc. of Auto Clubs (M.A.A.C. https://massautoclubs.org/ ) spoke on their behalf 
shared a table. One of the main features of the Gathering, other than the partying that takes place, is an 
opportunity for each of the clubs to get up and talk about their upcoming events for the coming year and 

during this part of the gathering participate in good natured banter 
that does get a bit on the salty side.  
The live band at this year’s Gathering was the Johnny Cash tribute 
band “Counterfeit Cash” and although there weren't many getting up 
on the dance floor, listening to all those famous Cash hits are also 
available in their CD “A Night in the Sun” recorded at the Memphis 
Sun Studio in 2019.                                                              continued on 

Roadmen member Hot Rods and Customs pro-
vided the welcome, Counterfeit Cash provided 
the music, and 21 car clubs inside the Westford 
Regency Inn provided the camaraderie for the 
7th Annual Gathering of Clubs. 

https://massautoclubs.org/
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7th Annual 2023 Gathering of the Clubs 
Continued from Page 4 

One feature of these annual Gatherings are some of 

the creative presentations given to the host club by 

some of the attending clubs in appreciation for all the 

work and effort it takes for the Roadmen Car Club to 

pull off a successful event. And that is followed, in turn, 

with the announcement of next year’s host club, In this 

case it is the Push Rods from Waltham,    

Mass Cruisers 
corner 

Passing of the HOST GAVEL 

above from the 2023  Road-
men to the 2024 Push Rods 

Car Club of Waltham. 
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We are getting back into the swing of inviting our Bass Pro Shops Cruise sponsors to be guest 
speakers at our monthly meetings. This February 21st meeting was with brothers Andrew and Gary 
Sousa, owners of their popular Auto Detailing Supplies franchise Detail Garage located at 207 
Swansea Mall Drive on Rte. 118 off U.S. Route 6. Why is it popular? What sets them apart from oth-
er detail supply stores, in addition to having a great Chemical Guys product line are their wildly pop-
ular monthly 11 AM—2 PM last-Sunday-of-the-month cruise-ins that typically attract several hundred 
cars and trucks. Because of their popularity, they were pressed by customers and followers to start 
their first 2023 cruise on March 26. So, it appears we can look forward to this month of March open-
ing up with a couple of swap meets, the March 5th annual MARCOM flea market at the Holmes 
Transportation Barn in Norfolk and ending with the Detail Garage’s opening season cruise-in on 
Sunday March 26. 

Much of the discussion at the meeting surrounded questions from members about the current trend 
of using ceramic coatings to protect their vehicle’s paint finish due to its reputation for needing a 
minimum of cleaning effort to remove dirt, resistance against swirl marks and preventing waterspot-
ting due to the coating’s hydrophilic properties.  The PROS are: 1. Easy to clean; 2. U.V. protection 
from paint deterioration; 3. less damage from minor scratches and swirl marks; 4. Oh, and that 
GLOSSY look for up to six years that looks like it was just waxed; 5. provides protection against 
some chemicals & acids. The CONS are: 1. Doesn’t provide protection against rock chips & heavy 
scratches; 2. doesn’t provide 100% protection against water spots; 3. ceramic coatings aren’t cheap 
and may require significant prep correction before applying; 4. Paint defects will be sealed with no 
way to hide them after coating and it does magnify them just as it does for a beautiful paint finish. 5. 
the coating requires curing time for two or three  weeks to ensure maximum protection so it has to 
stay garaged or covered to prevent dirt, bugs, bird droppings or pollen sticking to the surface. 6. 
when properly applied, the coating doesn’t peel off when it ages which is a PRO, it just slowly gets 
thinner and disappears so it is hard to determine when it has completely worn off. When all was said 
and done, my question was, what about carnauba waxes? Andrew 
responded he still prefers waxing over ceramic coatings despite 
the additional time and effort required to maintain them to the 
same level that ceramic coatings provide. 

Although Detail Garage Swansea wants to become your go-to 
source for cleaning, detailing supplies from Chemical Guys and 
provide technical advice they do not provide detailing or finishing 
services but, they do offer monthly hands-on training classes for 
both beginners and professional detailers. They also provide on-
site demonstrations during their monthly Sunday cruises and of-
fered to use one of our club member’s cars as demo at one of the 
upcoming cruise-ins. Who wants to volunteer?                        
Thank you Andrew and Gary.                        continued on Page 7  

Guest Speakers Detail Garage Swansea 

 by John Buchanan 
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Guest Speakers Detail Garage Swansea 

Continued from Page 6 

Detail Garage Swansea hosts a last Sunday of the month coffee cruise-in from 11 AM—2 PM, 
March through October. This cruise can attract several hundred cars and trucks that range from an-
tique and high end super cars to decked out tri-axle tractors. Their opening 2023 cruise is scheduled 
for Sunday March 26 in the parking lots fronting their store at 207 Swansea Mall Drive on Rte. 118 
off U.S. Rte. 6 in Swansea across from the former Swansea Mall. 



  

 

Monthly Crusin Cruisin’ at the speed of fun Page 8 

Support Our Advertisers  
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This is the design for our 2023 short sleeve cruise T’s in BLACK, FIREY RED, SAND & CAROLINA BLUE. 

We’ll also have a limited supply of long sleeve T’s in BLACK & STONEWASH BLUE. 
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